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PROJECT TEAM
Cathy Baker-Eclipse
Project Manager
Cathy.Baker-Eclipse@boston.gov or 617-961-3058

Margaret Dyson
Director of Historic Parks
Margaret.Dyson@boston.gov or 617-961-3028

Marchelle Jacques-Yarde
Outreach Coordinator, External Affairs
marchelle.jacques-yarde@boston.gov or 617-961-3006

Richard Burck Associates
Landscape Architect

Building & Monument Conservation
Stone Conservator



DESIGN TEAM

Project Lead /  Landscape Architect
Richard Burck Associates, Somerville, MA

Richard “Skip” Burck, RLA, FASLA, FAAR
Principal

Sam Valentine, RLA, LEED AP 
Project Manager

Stone Conservator
Building & Monument Conservation,
Arlington, MA

Ivan Myjer



PROJECT SCHEDULE & FUNDING

MARCH 2017
Community 
Meeting 1

APRIL 2017
Community 
Meeting 2

JUNE 2017
Community 
Meeting 3

SUMMER – FALL 2017
Design Development + 
Construction Documents

SPRING 2018
Construction
Estimated cost of construction:
$660,000



PARK & RECREATION GOALS

• Preserve and protect existing trees

• Expand usable park area

• Improve universal access

• Enhance park visibility

• Improve park access

• Design flexible, multi-functional park spaces



City of Boston
Initiatives

Parks + Recreation 
Goals

Community
Input

Safety Guidelines+
Environmental 

Regulations

PARK
DESIGN



PROJECT OVERVIEW

image: Google Earth



SITE HISTORY



image: Detroit Publishing Co. circa 1910/1920
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SITE HISTORY



PROJECT GOALS

The scope of the design work includes:

- the conservation of the Johnson Gates, associated walls, stone work, and 
horse troughs on Hemenway Street

- the historic study and possible re-alignment of the pathway systems in 
the study area, with particular focus on accessibility

- fencing repair or replacement, and

- evaluation and restoration of the lawn areas and trees within the defined 
scope of work



SITE HISTORYCONSERVATION OF THE JOHNSON GATES



INVENTORY & ANALYSIS

tree planting

desire lines

shrub planting lawn planting

bicycle parking site lighting



INVENTORY & ANALYSIS

pedestrian circulation



INVENTORY & ANALYSIS

path inventory /  accessibility



EXISTING CONDITIONS

base plan

Fenway

Hemenway StHemenway St



DESIGN CONCEPTS



DESIGN CONCEPTS

scheme 1 – reinforce Shurcliff

scheme 2 – mirror Olmsted

scheme 3 – modify Olmsted



DESIGN CONCEPTS

final scheme

Fenway

Hemenway StHemenway St
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DESIGN CONCEPTS

final scheme

Fenway

Hemenway StHemenway St conservation of stone 
elements

realignment of 
paths throughout

improved site 
lighting

path edging, 
low fence

replanted 
street edge

remove/ 
replace 

trees

clearings for 
active use

repair/ 
refinish fence



DESIGN CONCEPTS

existing pathway



DESIGN CONCEPTS

proposed layout



PLANTING



PLANTING: TREE WORK 

Tree Planting Goals:

- meet or exceed existing canopy coverage within 5-10 years of growth

- select species appropriate for Emerald Necklace with a preference 
towards native species 

- select appropriate plants to increase biodiversity in this park as well as the 
larger park system



red oak careful pavement demolition

air spading

observation & treatment

PLANTING: TREE WORK

tree preservation



PLANTING: TREE WORK

tree removal 

norway maple wounding (multiple areas)

rot & fungus observed 

invasive species

shallow root system



PLANTING: TREE WORK

tree removal 

silver maple structural crack



PLANTING: TREE WORK
crabapple fireblight observed

tree removal 



PLANTING: TREE WORK
silver linden severe decline

tree removal 



PLANTING: TREE WORK
norway maple volunteer location

invasive species

shallow root system

tree removal 



PLANTING: TREE WORK
mulberry invasive species

threatens neighboring structures

hackberry threatens neighboring structures

tree removal 



PLANTING: TREE WORK
norway maple wounding (multiple areas)

rot & fungus observed 

invasive species

shallow root system

tree removal 



fence edging

PLANTING: PATH EDGING



rail edging

PLANTING: PATH EDGING



rail + planting edging

PLANTING: PATH EDGING



PLANTING: SHRUB BUFFER 



PLANTING: SHRUB BUFFER 



buffer planting

3’ CLEAR

SNOW ZONE

VARIES

SHRUB ZONE

PLANTING: SHRUB BUFFER 



PLANTING: LAWN IMPROVEMENTS



PLANTING: LAWN IMPROVEMENTS

lawn planting



PLANTING: LAWN IMPROVEMENTS



PLANTING: LAWN IMPROVEMENTS

Condition of Existing Soils

- general – soils “very good” for lawn

- acidity – boost cation-exchange capacity; calcitic lime

- nutrients – increase nitrogen levels; chemical fertilizer

- compaction – decompact soils across site; core aerator

- drainage – improve positive drainage; subtle mounding & micrograding



LISTENING & DISCUSSION

Help us build great parks.  
Let us know what matters to you.



June 26, 2017
Boston Parks and Recreation

THANK YOU!

Cathy Baker-Eclipse, Project Manager
Cathy.Baker-Eclipse@boston.gov or 617-961-3058

Marchelle Jacques-Yarde, Outreach Coordinator, External Affairs
marchelle.jacques-yarde@boston.gov or 617-961-3006

For questions, maintenance requests or concerns regarding any of our parks 
contact 311
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