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Boston Community Health Collaborative News

and Updates

Join a CHIP Work Group!

Get involved in the Boston Community Health Collaborative’s 2025-2028
Community Health Improvement Plan (CHIP)! Our work groups bring together
community-based organizations, health care partners, public health, and other
partners to collaborate on strategies that advance health and well-being across
Boston.

Partners are invited to participate in work groups focused on our four CHIP priority
areas:

» Access to Care (Health Screenings) - Strengthening coordination across
organizations providing community-based screenings and outreach,
improving connections to follow-up care and expanding access to preventive
screenings across Boston, with a focus on hypertension and colorectal
cancer.

» Access to Care (Community-Based Mental Health) - Advancing
community-based approaches to mental health by connecting access to
culturally responsive services and supports.

« Economic Mobility — Bringing together partners to strengthen connections
across efforts that support local entrepreneurs and small businesses, share
learning, and explore how entrepreneurship and small business development
can advance community well-being and health equity.

» Housing — Strengthening connections across partners working to support
access to safe, stable, and affordable housing as a foundation for health.

Work groups provide an opportunity to connect with partners, share resources and
expertise, identify opportunities for collaboration, and help move CHIP strategies
from planning to action.

Interested in getting involved? Please reach out to bostonchna@bphc.org.

Massachusetts Community Health Equity Survey

The Massachusetts Community Health Equity Survey is live! The statewide survey
provides an opportunity for residents across the Commonwealth to share their
experiences and perspectives on the factors that shape health and well-being in their
communities.

The survey will help gather important information about community needs, health
experiences, and barriers to achieving good health, with a focus on understanding
differences across communities and populations. Community input can help inform efforts
to advance health equity and ensure that public health strategies reflect the experiences
and priorities of Massachusetts residents.

How can partners help? Organizations and community partners are encouraged to share
the survey with their networks, clients, residents, and community members. Help spread
the word through newsletters, social media, websites, community events, and direct
outreach.


mailto:bostonchna@bphc.org

The Massachusetts Department of Public Health has created a Community Health Equity
Survey Promotion Toolkit with ready-to-use messaging, graphics, and other resources to
make it easier for partners to promote the survey.

Learn more and access promotional resources: Community Health Equity Survey
Promotion Toolkit

Let’s create the
future we want
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Take the survey
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When you take the MA Community Health Equity Survey, E - E
your experiences and ideas help guide decisions about your U
community. The survey is available in 11 languages, easy to

take, and anonymous.

Take the survey now at mass.gov/HealthSurvey

DPH ‘-U- This survey is part of the Community Health Equity Initiative
of the Massachusetts Department of Public Health CHB01-EN

Coalition Partner Spotlight

Massachusetts Association of Community Development Corporations:
The Massachusetts Healthy Homes Program

The Massachusetts Healthy Homes Program (MHHP) is scaling up the
Commonwealth’s efforts to address serious health problems caused by substandard
housing. Lead, poor indoor air quality, and other substandard housing conditions lead to
developmental delays, respiratory disease, and displacement, among other serious,
preventable consequences.

MHHP will help property owners improve health and habitability for themselves and
tenants through grants, loans, and forgivable loans. The Massachusetts Association of
Community Development Corporations (MACDC) convenes the MHHP Coalition which
successfully advocated for inclusion of MHHP in the Affordable Homes Act which passed
during the '23-'24 legislative session.

The MHHP Coalition is comprised of over 50 organizations, including all major
Massachusetts hospitals and the Boston Community Health Collaborative. The Coalition is
currently focused on securing funding — through the State and/or through private
institutions — to fund the program.


https://www.mass.gov/info-details/community-health-equity-survey-promotion-toolkit
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/community-health-equity-survey-promotion-toolkit
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.macdc.org%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Fdocuments%2Fmhhp_fact_sheet_fy27_0.pdf&data=05%7C02%7Ckbarbosa%40bphc.org%7C4f035f2dfdc546e0870208defc84ff40%7Cff5b5bc8925b471f942aeb176c03ab36%7C0%7C0%7C639225845738592411%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=di0%2BYLDpwdLG%2FQnkCJ%2BQVOLRc25blpNITVjRm2Bz6Fg%3D&reserved=0

If you are interested in being involved in this important advocacy, please contact MACDC'’s
Director of Health Equity, Elana Brochin, at elanab@macdc.org.

The Massachusetts

Healthy Homes

Program

Improving Housing Quality &
Resident Health Now and for the Futt

ASK: $1 MILLION IN FY27 BUDGET

The Massachusetts Healthy Homes Program (MHHP) is scaling up the Commaonwealth's efforts to
address serious health problems caused by substandard housing. Lead, poor indoor air quality, and
other substandard housing conditions lead to developmental delays, respiratory disease, and
displacernant, amang other serious, preventable consequences.
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Upcoming Boston Community Health Collaborative Events

CHIP Housing Work Group September Topic: Promising Strategies for
Supporting Tenancy Preservation (CHIP Objective 4)

Date and Time: September 17th from 12pm — 1pm (virtual via Zoom).

Please register for the meeting and calendar invite HERE!
This meeting is open to all BCHC community partners.

CHIP Economic Mobility Work Group Kickoff

Join the Boston Community Health Collaborative CHIP Economic Mobility Workgroup
Kickoff Meeting to discuss strengthening access to small business education and
training for local entrepreneurs and small businesses. This work group is intended to
bridge public health and economic development efforts to identify opportunities where
stronger coordination can benefit Boston residents.

Date and Time: September 22nd from 3pm — 4pm (virtual via Zoom).

Please email bostonchna@bphc.org for the meeting link and calendar invite. This
meeting is open to all BCHC community partners.



mailto:elanab@macdc.org
mailto:elanab@macdc.org
https://bphc-org.zoomgov.com/meeting/register/OgvKjFtAQI64jiWMGtod_A#/registration
mailto:bostonchna@bphc.org

CHIP Partner Updates

Boston Public Health Commission
Chronic Disease Prevention and Control Division:
Physical Activity Learning Session: Micro Trainings

presented by the Boston Healthy Childcare Initiative

Digging In:
Active Play in ECE Gardens

What will I learn? | How do | register?

This PALS micro-training will Participants must be a licensed
explore how recommended early childhood educator serving
physical activity practices and in the City of Boston*,

Farm to ECE strategies transform

garden spaces into vibrant hubs for Wednesd ay, ]0/ 28
movement and playful learning, 6:30-7:30PM
Participants will: on Zoom
* Describe how recommended
practices for physical activity This micro-training is available in
and farm to ECE support active English and Spanish.

play in the garden.

* Identify three garden activities .
that support fundamental Register here!
movement skill development

*Boston neighborhoods include: Allston, Brighton, Charlestown, Dorchester, East Boston, Hyde Park, Jamaica
Plain, Mattapan, Roslindale, Roxbury, South Boston, South End, and West Roxbury. Training facilitated by the
Division of Chronic Disease Prevention and Control at the Boston Public Health Commission. Learn more by
contacting chronicdisease@bphe.org

Public Digging In: Active Play in
ECE Gardens:

The Boston Healthy Childcare
Initiative presents Digging In: Active
Play in ECE Gardens for Boston-
based early childhood educators.

In this PALS virtual micro-training, we
will explore how recommended
physical activity practices and Farm to
ECE strategies transform garden
spaces into vibrant hubs for
movement and playful learning.

Register HERE, and Join on Zoom on
Wednesday, 10/28 from 6:30PM to
7:30PM!

presented by the Boston Healthy Childcare Initiative

Active Play in Cold Weather:
Supporting Outdoor Play
in ECE Settings

What will | learn? How do | register?

In this PALS micro-training, Particiﬁants must be a licensed

explore recommended practices, early childhood educflor serving

challenges, and solutions to in the City of Boston*.

support safe, active, outdoor play

:Litislix'reather with young Wednesday, 12/2
6:30-7:30PM

Participants will:

* Explain common on Zoom
misunderstandings about cold
weather This micro-training is available in
« Recognize solutions to English and Spanish.

common barriers to outdoor
play in cold weather play .
+ and more! Register here!

*Boston neighborhoods include: Allston, Brighton, Charlestown, Dorchester, East Boston, Hyde Park, Jamaica
Plain, Mattapan, Roslindale, Roxbury, South Boston, South End, and West Roxbury. Training facilitated by the
Division of Chronic Disease Prevention and Control at the Boston Public Health Commission. Learn more by
contacting chronicdisease@bphe.org

Active Play in Cold Weather:

Supporting Outdoor Play in ECE
Settings for Boston-based early
childhood educators

In this PALS virtual micro-training, we
will explore recommended practices,
challenges, and solutions to support
safe, active, outdoor play in cold
weather with young children.

Register HERE Join on Zoom on
Wednesday, 12/2 from 6:30PM to
7:30PM!

Have a question or need more information?
Please email chronicdisease@bphc.org

Mayor's Office for Immigrant
Advancement:

Celebrate Welcoming Week 2026 with

the Mayor's Office for Inmigrant
Advancement!

From September 10 to 19, Welcoming
Week 2026 in Boston will include art,
wellness, and economic development
programming, as well as virtual and in-

City of Boston Office of Climate
Resilience:
Summer Weather Guide 2026

Stay safe and prepared this summer with
multilingual resources on heat preparedness
and protection.

The Summer Weather Guide includes tips
for staying safe during extreme heat, as well
as information on energy efficiency and
weatherization programs.


https://forms.cloud.microsoft/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=yFtb_1uSH0eUKusXbAOrNqHZ1Pr8z31PlN5lEzNEppBUOFFYNjA1WEpLTkxLMTFHSUpLUE9UQ0JMNCQlQCN0PWcu&route=shorturl
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=yFtb_1uSH0eUKusXbAOrNqHZ1Pr8z31PlN5lEzNEppBUNEQyVlZPUlJHNkhNSkY3Wk1RTTdIUDlYOSQlQCN0PWcu&route=shorturl
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=yFtb_1uSH0eUKusXbAOrNqHZ1Pr8z31PlN5lEzNEppBUNEQyVlZPUlJHNkhNSkY3Wk1RTTdIUDlYOSQlQCN0PWcu&route=shorturl
mailto:chronicdisease@bphc.org
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.boston.gov%2Fdepartments%2Fimmigrant-advancement%2Fwelcoming-city&data=05%7C02%7Ckbarbosa%40bphc.org%7Ce12acc814dd347314b8308defc9b37de%7Cff5b5bc8925b471f942aeb176c03ab36%7C0%7C0%7C639225940831007235%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=oKt4VcGBV7OR2xcCyO4mlAXceGdHrFcQJRpIVePKhUk%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.boston.gov%2Fdepartments%2Fimmigrant-advancement%2Fwelcoming-city&data=05%7C02%7Ckbarbosa%40bphc.org%7Ce12acc814dd347314b8308defc9b37de%7Cff5b5bc8925b471f942aeb176c03ab36%7C0%7C0%7C639225940831007235%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=oKt4VcGBV7OR2xcCyO4mlAXceGdHrFcQJRpIVePKhUk%3D&reserved=0

person events to further promote City
services and bring communities together.

Boston’s immigrant communities represent
the diversity, resilience, and innovation that
make the city stronger. Because Boston is a
home for everyone. You belong here.

Browse the calendar of free events and
follow The Mayor's Office of Immigrant
Advancement on Facebook, Instagram,
and Linkedin!

—" WELCOMING City of Boston
" ! WEEK ] Immigrant Advancement

STORIES
WE SHARE

The Courage to Connect

Share your story during Welcoming Week
September 10-19, 2026

#WelcomingWeek2026 - Boston.gov/Welcoming

Beth Isarel Health:
Data-Driven Sustainability Planning
Workshop

Join Beth Israel Lahey Health for an
interactive workshop on Thursday,
September 24, 2026, from 10:00-11:30
a.m. focused on using data, evidence, and
community stories to support sustainability
planning.

Participants will explore creative and
engaging data collection methods, identify
tools that align with their data collection
priorities, and leave with practical ideas and
resources they can use in their work.

Please find more information HERE,
including the Summer Weather Guide
available in multiple languages.

SUMMER

WEATHER
UIDE 2026

; |
This guide is available on / .

boston.gov /heat in:
Espaiiol | Spanish

IAi&e R | Simplified Chinese
B | Traditional Chinese
Kreyol ayisyen | Haitian Creole
Portugués | Brazilian Portuguese
Soomaali | Somali

Kriolu | Cabo Verdean Creole
Pyccrmit | Russian

Frangais | French

Tiéng Vigt | Vietnamese

duall | Arabic

CITY of BOSTON

Maverick Landing Community
Services:
Grab and Go Fruits and Vegetables

Maverick Landing Community Services
(MLCS) continues to serve as a resilient
community hub, recovering over 120,000
pounds of healthy produce every single
month.

To help neighbors stretch their grocery
budgets and combat wasted food, MLCS has
launched its Grab & Go Produce Market at
31 Liverpool Street in East Boston for $3,
individuals can reserve a Grab & Go Bag


https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.boston.gov%2Fdepartments%2Fimmigrant-advancement%2Fwelcoming-city&data=05%7C02%7Ckbarbosa%40bphc.org%7Ce12acc814dd347314b8308defc9b37de%7Cff5b5bc8925b471f942aeb176c03ab36%7C0%7C0%7C639225940831025296%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=DjKd6o067pOCi%2BTyju8ByQET0P0E8QG6fBUC0HXZm3Q%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FBOSImmigrants%2F&data=05%7C02%7Ckbarbosa%40bphc.org%7Ce12acc814dd347314b8308defc9b37de%7Cff5b5bc8925b471f942aeb176c03ab36%7C0%7C0%7C639225940831043619%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=n0kGHe0K2SlNAY1qtRwDwEYsZ6b2Wd74D1z0DEIB9E4%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.instagram.com%2Fbosimmigrants%2F&data=05%7C02%7Ckbarbosa%40bphc.org%7Ce12acc814dd347314b8308defc9b37de%7Cff5b5bc8925b471f942aeb176c03ab36%7C0%7C0%7C639225940831061476%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=4uMHF4QK5LfACWbzGWL1a0kQ%2FtBiCyjQe6Ox8Wani5U%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FBOSImmigrants%2F&data=05%7C02%7Ckbarbosa%40bphc.org%7Ce12acc814dd347314b8308defc9b37de%7Cff5b5bc8925b471f942aeb176c03ab36%7C0%7C0%7C639225940831078857%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ptiOfvhv%2FIHIG9S6Nulvs6IrSZ9XaucLxUK%2BA5vNqIM%3D&reserved=0
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/12UzljAJ8-8a71wp10F1edu2LyZObusOy

All are welcome! filled with perfectly good fruits and
vegetables recovered before being wasted.
Register HERE! It's a simple, dignified way to skip long wait
times, save money, and bring healthy food
home to a family.

Gathering Outcomes + Feedback for
Data-Driven Sustainability Planning

Reservations for a grab & go order can be
made online or by texting “food” to 855-

Sustainability Planning Part 2

Thursday, September 24, 2026 from 10 to 11:30 a.m. 906'1695.
Gathering data is an essential part of sustainability

planning. For some, systematically documenting the e

impact of our work helps us prove our track record and .

make the case to prospective supporters and m III

collaborators. For others, we recognize the need to gather

new input or feedback from our communities - those at

the center of our work = so we can plan for the future. For . .
all of us, data, evidence and stories will help us make B

data-driven decisions about the future of our work. No

matter where you fall on this spectrum, we invite you to

join our interactive workshop where we share creative,

highly engaging and participatory data collection methods that can work well with
different audiences. Participants will leave the workshop with a toolkit of practical ideas
and resources for gathering data for sustainability planning.

- MAVERICK LANDING
COMMUNITY SERVICES

By the end of this workshop, participants will:

= Articulate the pros and cons of various qualitative and
qualitative data collection methods;

+ Identify relevant data collection tools that align with your
data collection priorities.

All are welcome! We especially encourage grantees whose grants or projects are ending
in the next 12 months to join.

Register by scanning the QR code or visiting:
http://tiny.cc/bilh-data-2

This is the second of three workshops on the topic of transition and sustainability
planning. You can register for this workshop even if you didn't attend the first workshop.
We will share the materials from part one prior to this workshop.

Beth Israel Lahey Health ')

East Boston Social Centers:
The East Boston Social Centers bring communities together with great
programs and initiatives.

Some upcoming opportunities to get involved:

Resource Guides & Community Calendar: Easy-to-use tools to help your family find
local support and events.

Health & Wellness Event - October 3rd: Practical tips on ways to stay healthy with your
family, including delicious food, nutrition facts, foods from different cultures, and fun
activities for healthy eating. The event's flyers and details will be available in our website
soon. E-mail Benjamin at bbrennan@ebsoc.org for more information!

Legal Key Workshops: Immigration-Related Changes to Public Benefits Eligibility —
Monday, November 16, 2026, 10:30am — 11:30 am and Immigration /Education Advocacy
for Children with Special Needs — Monday, January 25, 2027 10:30 am t011:30 am.

Free workshops and follow-up office hours offered to providers looking to help families
deal with complex issues that might benefit from legal problem-solving. These workshops
provide useful information on families’ rights and legal protections and provide updates on
key law and policy impacting families in Massachusetts.

Attendees learn how to recognize different ways teams can support individuals and apply
advocacy strategies in obtaining documents, services, or benefits. East Boston Social
Centers partners gain access to a vast library of legal information, trainings, and one
pagers on a variety of topics through the Unlocking Access Hub. Click here to register as
a partner of the East Boston Social Centers.

Policy Corner: Quick, easy-to-read updates on local policies affecting the families in the
community, as well as some action you can take to make an impact. These are written by
our Policy Fellow, Aliza Kopans. E-mail Aliza at akopans@ebsoc.edu to be added to this
listserv.

Want to stay connected?
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mailto:bbrennan@ebsoc.org
https://www.ebsocialcenters.org/support#page-section-61784518a20a0b27d05cdfec
mailto:akopans@ebsoc.ed

Click here to subscribe to East Boston Social Centers email list and to get their policy
corner, updates on events, and their work in the community!

East Boston
Social Centers

Share Your CHIP Success Stories

We invite partners to share programs, initiatives, or successes that are helping advance
CHIP strategies. If there is work your organization would like to amplify, please complete
the survey for the opportunity to be featured in an upcoming newsletter.

About the Boston Community Health Collaborative

The Boston Community Health Collaborative (BCHC) is a multi-sector collaboration of
Boston health institutions, community organizations, and public health working in
partnership with Boston communities to improve the health and well-being of Boston
residents. Boston Public Health Commission serves as the central coordinating agency.
Together, the BCHC strives to address public health challenges and support healthier
communities.

Boston Public Health Commission | 1010 Massachusetts Ave | Boston, MA 02118 US
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