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*Please note: This form has been edited by the Floodplain Administrator (FPA) for the City of Boston, Massachusetts. It includes bookmarks, comments, and other notes to assist City residents, developers, and surveyors in preparing complete and correct Elevation Certificates (EC). 

Comments, bookmarks, and notes (written in red) are not from FEMA. 

DO NOT use this edited form as an official EC. Blank templates are available for download here: 
https://www.fema.gov/sites/default/files/documents/fema_form-ff-206-fy22-152.pdf  

Please feel free to email questions to ISDFlood@Boston.gov
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Comment on Text
The 2023 edition is the current, effective edition of the Elevation Certificate (EC). All ECs submitted to ISD must use the current edition.
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Sticky Note
FEMA has yet to release an updated version of the EC. Please continue to use this expired version in the meantime.
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Sticky Note
If you are unfamiliar with ECs or have not completed one before, PLEASE use the provided bookmark to skip to the first page of instructions and read them in their entirety.
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Sticky Note
Please email completed ECs to ISDFlood@Boston.gov
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Sticky Note
Maintaining Boston's good standing in the National Flood Insurance Program is critically important. By completing this certificate accurately and completely, you are helping your neighbors in many ways. They would do the same for you. Thank you for your cooperation.
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Sticky Note
A floodproofing certificate is a different form which may be downloaded using the link below. Use a floodproofing certificate for non-residential or mixed-use buildings that employ a dry-floodproof design. 

https://www.fema.gov/sites/default/files/documents/fema_form-ff-206-fy22-153.pdf
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City of Boston 250286
Suffolk MA
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Sticky Note
Please use Parcel IDs, which may be found in Boston's Zoning Veiwer:
https://maps.bostonplans.org/ZONINGVIEWER/
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Text Box
Sections A and B must be completed in their entirety, with NO BLANKS. This includes check boxes. Use "N/A", as applicable, to avoid ambiguity. 
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Sticky Note
Use the provided bookmark to jump to the building diagrams. Options are 1A, 1B, 2A, 2B, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9

Logan Grant
Sticky Note
Non-engineered openings are common, simple openings in a wall to let flood waters in / out (to keep the building from collapsing). "Net" open area means you should account for any obstructions such as louvers. 1 square inch of net opening is required for every 1 square foot of enclosed space.
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Sticky Note
Engineered openings are more "high-tech" and typically have a product certification stating how much enclosed area they are rated for. Please coordinate with the FPA if you intend to use engineered flood openings. Email ISDFlood@Boston.gov.
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Sticky Note
"If you were to remove an attached garage, the building footprint would change"
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Sticky Note
Only required if both engineered and non-engineered openings are used. N/A otherwise.
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Sticky Note
FIRM information is available on FEMA's website using the link below. For help interpreting flood maps, please contact ISD. 

https://msc.fema.gov/portal/home
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Only submit "Finished Construction" ECs

Always required

Always required

Always required

PLEASE DESCRIBE M&E TYPES AND LOCATIONS IN DETAIL HERE. 
Common components include AC units, furnaces, heat pumps, water heaters, etc.  
Include them on this form even if they are outside the building. 
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Sticky Note
NOTE that surveyors need full access to the property to identify M&E.
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Sticky Note
Architects, engineers, and surveyors in Boston often use the "Boston City Base" (BCB) vertical datum. BCB is 6.5 feet above NAVD88 (the datum typically used on FIRMs).
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Sticky Note
Phrasing here can be confusing. It calls for the elevation of the literal top-of-floor, like what you might stand on. Note that even enclosures which may not commonly be called "floors" (like a crawlspace), are considered floors here.
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Sticky Note
Section C must be completed (all fields; no blanks; use N/A if necessary) for all buildings with a Base Flood Elevation (BFE). Most flood zones in Boston have a BFE. If you are in an AO Zone, you may complete Sections E and F in lieu of Sections C and D.

Sections C and D must be completed by a licensed professional; usually a surveyor.
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Only submit "Finished Construction" ECs

If completing Sections E and F (AO Flood zone only), please attach 
a grading plan or survey to show the LAG and HAG.
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Sticky Note
If Sections C and D are completed, then Sections E and F may be left blank. 
See note at top of Section C.



Section G is completed by ISD in certain cases. It may be used to document corrections 
made to NON-CERTIFIED sections of the form. 

City Officials are prohibited from making corrections to certified sections like Section C. 
Forms with errors or missing fields in certified sections will be returned. 
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Sections H & I are for insurance purposes only. ISD does not require them.



Boston MA

Photographs are required. 

Please include a photo of the lowest M&E listed in Section C2.
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