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e built! The older Boston I beheld in 1915 still

sterile fantasies of pseudomodern design one
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s sull cut to the human measure; and even lhe\
‘Beacon Hill where 1 lodged for a few days—\
\ house—intensified my own pleasure in the
‘ Litsell, My first venture there—and in the very
“Adams had once lived! The sound of leather- |
g on the brick pavement, filtering through sleep |
om in the morning as people went to work, was
is was indeed Joy Street. But there were other |
hose names and visible presence gave eaual joy: \
Louisburg Square, Beacon Street, and above all Mount/
 then as now, despite later raw intrusions, perhaps the |
iclosed urban neighborhood in the United States. J
1915 Boston was still a genuine metropolis, in the
he word: a true Mother City, the attractive nucleus
rfing of comraunities, more nearly country towns than
h reached out as far as Concord and were easily acces-
t trains from the North Station or by electric trolley.
owns, like the original boroughs of London, had their
Y t‘mems and were insulated from one another by ag-
| ::‘belts maintained independently by market garden-
= In addition they were fortified and further protected

w Olmsted, Sr., and Charles Eliot, Jr.’s equally green
ile this pattern was in formaten,
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he corner of Joy and Pinckney Streets
BRI 11111 townhouses Of the early ninc-

"0 Allen Chamberlain in Beacon Ha li1g,

‘ﬁil@, n 1803 by Stephen Higginson, Jr. Soon
hOdée at the corner was sold to his

stment, while number eight was sold to

e Map, Illus.)

tains nearly every feature of its ‘'original

exception of a remodelled front doorway, a

‘and fire escapes at the front. The main or corner
r ten was apparently largely remodelled, probably in
Y B40%s, and a rear ell added at number two Pinckney
@bout the same time. It is this larger home, presently

ed by John Bennett, that we are primarily concerned with in

feport.

ber ten Joy Street retains components of both the origina:
style building c. 1803, and its later, very pure Greek
fStyle remodelling. We will describe what remains from

1ods, and arrive at recommendations for the restoration
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thirty scven feet.
nteen feet, in the clear.
cet six inches by twelve feet six
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fteen feet six inches by seventeen feet.

feet by six feet.

ine feet by twelve feet. .

y, eleven by seventeen inches, six lights each window.
by sixteen inches, twelve lights cach window.  Chamber
teen inches, twelve lights each window. Upper chamber
iftcen inches, nine lights cach window.
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Recommendations

Fic questions posed by the owner have been considered

ered in outline form below: (Refer to Schematic

of floor surfaces-:

ule and hall - Apparently carpeted wall to wall from

Second floor hall - carpeted.
2y — A carpet runner was in use from an early date

irst to third floors. The woodwork was white, later

Her rooms - All were apparently painted a mahogany color

th oriental or other rugs, not wall to wall,

White is the predominant early woodwork color with
f sashes which were painted black. The mahogany

LOwWn appears to be a later color on woodwork.

Walls: These also were apparently painted off-white thr ugh—
out, except in the hall which has
an early date to the second floor level

to be applied

.f

over two oOor more coats of paint elsewhere, and

hence later. The fragments

L stencilling may possibly survive under paper
Masonry - The exterior brick was very likely painted at the

time of the 13

1=

0's remodelling. I would not recommend removal,
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Second floor hall - carpeted.

¥ay — A carpet rumner was in use from an early date

first to third floors. The woodwork was white, later

rooms — All were apparently painted a mahogany color

th oriental or other rugs, not wall to wall,

White is the predominant early woodwork color with
f sashes which were painted black. The mahogany

LOwWn appears to be a later color on woodwork.

Walls: These also were apparently painted off-white through-
out, except in the hall which has
an early date to the second floor level
to be applied over two or more coats of paint elsewl

hence later. The fragments o
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xterior brick was very likely painted at the

0's remodelling. I would not recommend removal.
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originally built Strongly resembled the "Plan

Town House" (See Illus.) by Asher Benjamin,

¥ ; i ?
11S American Builder's Companion,

1806-27. The
ences in the plans were apparently the location

replace on the rear wall in the Joy Street house

es in fenestration. Room uses in both houses

el, and I have indicated possible early room uses

lans of the first and second floors of the

(See Illus.) ‘Please refer to these Plans in

of the 1840's remodelling below as well as for the
which follow,

dellih-:

ouse at number ten was extensively remodelled in the

» and again Asher Benjamin, this time his Builder's Guide
: : e O

5; was the source of the new design. Various plates
this book illustrate the changes and additions to the Hi

gginson
S€ made at this time: (See LG )

Front Doorway - The "Frontispiece" plate XXV illustrates a

similar Prototype for the Higginson doorway alteration, Changes

were also made in the front vestibule and stairs,

B) Balcony - The “Balcony and Window Guards"

Plate LIII provideq
nspiration for thig addition.

Windows - Plate XXXVII illustrates typical windows which were

along with ney brownstone lintels to the exterior.




s originally built strongly resembled the "Plan

Town House" (See Illus.) by Asher Benjamin,

merican Builder's Companion, 1806-27. The

ences in the plans were apparently the location

eplace on the rear wall in the Joy Street house

S in fenestration. Room uses in both houses

and I have indicated possible early room uses

lans of the first and second floors of the

(See Illus.) ‘Please refer to these pPlans in

and again Asher Benjamin, this time his Builder's Guide
: . e —
39=45, was the source of the new design. Various plates

this book illustrate the changes and additions to the Hi

gginson
uSe made at this time: (See i ysih

A) Front Doorway - The "Frontispiece" plate XXv illustrates a
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‘answered in outline form below: (Refer to Schematic

Fof floor surfaces:

;;ule and hall - Apparently carpeted wall to wall from
te. Second floor hall - carpeted.

arpet runner was in use from an early date

“third floors. The woodwork was white, later

ms - All were apparently painted a mahogany color

iental or other rugs, not wall to wall.

White is the predominant early woodwork color with

EON Of sashes which were painted black. The mahog

drs to be a later color on woodwork.

ihese also were apparently painted off-white through-
Cept in the hall which has apparently been papered from

ly'date EORtlieRsccond tloor level. All wallpapers seem

€ applied over two or more coats of paint elsewhere, and

ence later. The fragments of wallpaper in parlor, chamber,

and bedrooms may be studied further to determine their dates.

Bvidence of stencilling may possibly survive under paper.

Masonry — The exterior brick was very likely painted at the

time of the 1840's remodelling.

I would not recommend removal
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‘answered in outline form below: (Refer to Schematic

of floor surfaces:
:ule and hall - Apparently carpeted wall to wall from
ate. Second floor hall - carpected.

Tcarpet runner was in use from an early date

%o third floors. The woodwork was white, later

oms — All were apparently painted a mahogany color

iental or other rugs, not wall to wall.

White is the predominant early woodwork color with

#0n of sashes which were painted black. The mahog

drs to be a later color on woodwork.

[These also were apparently painted off-white through-
Mcept in the hall which has apparently been papered from

dy date to the second floor level. All wallpapers seem

€ applied over two or more coats of paint elsewhere, and

nce later. The fragments of wallpaper in parlor, chamber,

and bedrooms may be studied further to determine their dates.

Evidence of stencilling may possibly survive under paper.

Masonry — The exterior brick was very likely painted at the

time of the 1840's remodelling.

I would not recommend removal .
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