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ORDINANCES OF 1963' CHAPTER 18

ESTABLTSEING TEE BAY I'ILLAGE HISTONIC DIS'
---fn-fCf er'.p TEE BAf' 1'ILLAGE I{ISTORIC

COMMISSION

In the Yeat Ninaeet Hundrcd and Eightu'three

Be it ordained bt1 the City Cowdl oJ Bonon' as Jollows

Sscnox i. Citl'of Boston Co<ie' Ordinances' Title 7' is

herebn' .m"na"d'b;- irserting the followlng new chapter'

Chaoter 4. Bav Viliage Hi*oric Distnct'
The ourpose of this ordinance s to promote.the eouca-

tional. 
'culiurai. economic and general welire ot the

Dubiic throuqh the presen'atlon and Protectron ot tne

ciisunctrve chlracteristics of buildinES anc Placts slEnltl'

cant in the history of the Ciq- of Boston that ate locateo ln

itt" 
"t"" 

t no*n it Bav Village. and th^rough the malnte-

nance and improvement of setttnp-ior such Duuomgs

and plac'es and the encouragement ol o6tgn cgmPaltole

therarith.-'il;; 
herebv established an historic distrrct to be

Lt 'n o ib. g"t Village Hisonc Distnct uncier thelro

"-o* J tit" frii oric District Act' General Laws' chao'

ter 40c and chapter 79. Acs of 1975' the Doundarres ot

*i,i"it 
"t" 

* *t-'n on themaP entitled "Bav \tillage Hrs-

toric Dismct." dated fdl. l9?9' u'hich accomPanr6 ano

ii i,.t"Uy a*i"t"a to ire pan of the ordtnance

iectr6n r. Definitioru' As used in ths orc ''ance' the

follou'ingu'ordsshall hawthefoliourr' -re rs':'
'-'i:;;l'J;; ;;hlt."tut"t Feature i "e arc""cctural

-- 
st '1" and g.n.tal arrangement oi such ponv ofthe
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gtenot of a structure as is designed to be open to

rrov from a public wa1'. includrng ali eier-attors tn'

tended to bi seen on freestanding buildrngs' ano

kind, color and tef,ture ol the buildrng matenal ol

such portion and tlpe ol all u'indou's' doors' ugnts'

signs, and other iiriures aPpurtenant to such por'

ti6n except tirose exemPted irom revteq' ln accoro'

Ii* "'itri "rt "o, 
tr 40C bf the General Lau's and thu

ordinanc"e.
Z. iri".,.t". e -mbination of materials assembled at
-' IlrxJto."tion to Stve supPort or sheiter' such as a

ilfi"*. bridge' tr-estle, io*er' framewori' retairr'

ins *'.ii. tanl, tunnel, tent, stadrum' revie\r'lng

stand, piatiorm' bin. Ience' sl8n,. tiagPole or me

Iike. The word "structure" shall be construec'

*it"t" tit" *n,ot ailows, as though foliou'ed bv the

words "or Part thereof''
3. Buildinc Commissioner' Commssioner oi rnso€c'
-' 

t-toJ sitt""o of the Citv of Boston or his asstgnet'

4. Sign. A sign. marguee. awning orotner ertenor tea'

ture Protruding from any sructure'
5. a;;;i"""".ihe Bav' Village Historic Distrrct

Commtsson.
S""Ii-ooiO. S"t itillage Hisoric Dlsaict Commusion

f t?. ir-it."t l' ,i*abiisned anHrstoric Drs;trict Comrnr''

ri"". ""a- 
O; prorasioru of tire General Lau's' chaote;

io-C. 
-""J"ii"pi"r 

7?9, AcLs of l9?5' consisting ol frve

;;;;;;;J',htee alternate members to be apoornreJ
'i.ItiJ ilrtot 

"na 
conlirmed bv the Ciry Coun:L .\\;ne;

tire cgmmrssion u first estabiished' one memDer sn:ul D€

;;;;;;7";; ,"r- of on" ve.'' t*o shall be apoornted

ff';i;;il;;rs and n*'o sirall be appointed io; a

lerm of three vears. Wi'ren the mminisnoD rs tr!5t €S-rao'

lisbed. one a.lternale lDemDet slrall be aq'oornteC ior a

tet- of on" )'ear. oDe alteraate membe? shall D€ a;F

"or",;J 
;. a ierm of ruo yeas anti one alternate merr''

-r"i 
shal ire apoointed ior a term of three vears'

- -iu"""ssott 
i6 rnembers and to alteraate members shall

be 
"poomted 

iot a term of tirree vears' c"cept 9:l 1-tT:
bers ano alternate memirrs ma1' be aPDolnteo ouln^S.:

t-errnlo fi! utc"ncies-occumng on the epmmsson ror tne

remarning Portion ot tne telr''
Tne mimirershrp of the commisston shall be com-

pJJ;;';;;;;#irom two nominees submrned b1'
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the Societl'for the Preservation ofNerr'England Antigui'
ties; one member from two nominees submitted b1' the

Boston Societ)'of Architects; one member irom two
nominees serving on the Boston Landmark Commis'
sion; one membel from two nomin€e submitted b1' the
Greater Boston Real Estate Board: one member. a resi-

cient ol the Ba1' Viliage Historic Districti two aiternate
members from iour nominees who are residents of the
Bav Viliage Historic Districti one alternate member
lrom t*'o -nominees serving on the Bonon Landmark
Commrssion.

The Commission shall elect annuallv a chair and vic'e-

chair from its or+'n number and a secretar.v from s'ithin
or u'ithout its number.

Aiternates shall irave all powers and duties of reguiar
members u'hen called to sena b1'the charr or vrce-chair

of the commission.
All members and aiternates shall serve without c.'om'

Dqr&ltton.' Ali members and alternates shall be residents of the

Cin' of Boston. lt rs preierred that the matorit]' of mern'
ixrship be resicients of the Historic Dtsrtct

\\;rthout regard to chapter 3l of the General Lar+s and

uncier tire provisioru of 
-chapter 79. Acls oi 1975. as

amendeC, the City of Boston Enrironment DeDatment
shall orovide the commisston r*'iti: an admtnirrative
staff a<ieouate to ca!t) on the iuncbons of tire mmmis-
sron as orbvicied ior in this or<iioa.uct.

Sucirstalf shall be empioyees of tire Envrronment De'
Dartrnent, and not'*itirstanding the foregoing the com'
rnroion rnrt centract ciirectll' for such broiessional anci

€xDefi tecl'tnicai ssistanc€ as such busrness si:all re ,ouue'

For t}e pur-ooses qi ah elte!968A oJ tbe General l,au's '

eren' member of tire commlssion. and eve4'?€rson rrno
shaI. on a part-hme and ctnsultabre basis. gerform anl'
oroiessiond senices forthe commission. sucn &s tne ser! -

ices of architet. attotDel'. enSrne€r. architectual hsto
rian. pianng, environmentalut ol erPett 'tn

"onrtruction. 
bnance. real estate or tafilc. shall be

deemed to ire a specid municrpal anplorte'
The commissrbn shall adopt bviaus n'hicir sPeciil the

standarcis and cnteria inciucie*i tn tire Bar' \t iage Hrs'

tonc Dsrict Stutiv Beport. Amenomens to cnterta ma1

be estabiished bv amencirnents to tire byiau's of the com'

i
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mission.
Section 7?. Administrstion of Hrstoric Districe.
No building. or ProPerq'. or structure within the His-

toric District shall be custruc'ted. demolished. moved or
a.ltered in any wav that affects exterior architecturd iee-

tures. and no building shall be moved into the Htstoric
Distriet unless the mmmission shdl first have issued a

Certificate of ApPropriateness. s Certilicate of Har&hip
or a Certificate of Non'Applicabilit!'with tesPect tosuch
clLstruction, demolition' alteration or movement Ti're

buildins cemmlssioner sha.ll not rssue a Permit l{'ithin an

Hlstorii District unless one of the certificates noted

abore has first been issued bv the commision or the pro-

posed impro€ment i5 exemPted from these prorrsions b1'

section 76.
Section 78. Exemptiors to Revieu.
TheAuthorit.v of the commrssion rs not extended to the

rwieu' of the follos'ing:
I Temoorarl' stnrctures or sigru' subiect ' hou'erer' to

such cpnditrons asto durabon oi use. location.ltgttt '
ing. removai anci simiiar matters as the commrssion

mil' reasonabil' s.oeciif in the stanciarcis anci crite-
ria.

2. Decoradve iighting hxtures *ithin ent41r'a15'
3. Paint or statn of an1'coiot not o:l an]'masonry o:

brick suriact.
.(. Ordinarv maintenanc€ or rspa:: oi an exterio; ar-

chitecnrral ieature rrhicir inrotv"-s no changein cie'

sigr. materiai or out*'ard appearance tberll'
5. Consuuction. tectnstructoD. altdabon or oemoll-

tionof an1'sucb fearure u'hicb tbe building commis-

sioDer <h;li ccEtiii'is reguired b1' the PubLic saieq'
irecause or:rr usate or riaagerous condibon'

€. hear eic!'ations qce.ut trn iree'stanrirng buiiciings.

?. The Boston hetiereiopment Authoriq'shali aomrn'
lster the rierclopmeni of Urban Rene*'al Parc€! F'i
in accordance'u'ith the September, 1980. Devel'
qoers Kit flire Guiddines)-fg thit Parc:I. u'host
gixddines are rncor.oorated herern br' reierenee'
This ere6Db@ silallicrrnrnate upon compiebon oi
daaiopmen'- aad the compieted buildrng and asso

ciatxi propern' shal then ix subJect to commtslon
iurscircuon rn di respects.

Secuor, 79. apphcaboas ior CgltiJtcates irorn HBtonc
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District Commission.
Anv oerson r*'ho is req uired to obtarn e ctnificate from

the immission shall fiil r*'ith the commisston. an appli'
cation for e Certificate of Appropriateness. a Certijtcate
of Non-Applicabilitl', ora Certilicate of Harciship' as the
crse mal, be. in such form as tbe commissioD msv reason'
ablv determine, together with such plaru. el*'atrors.
sp€cifications. materid and other iniormatior:. inciud'
ing, in tbe cate of ciemolition or removai. a $atemeni oi
thi proposed conditron and aPPearance o{ tire ProP€rt}'
thereaJter. as mal ix teasonably oeemed necessai] D)'

the commission to enable it to make a determrnatlon on

the aoplicatron.
vt'ithin ersht dars after the filing for a Certifrcate of

Appropriareness, Saturdavs. Sundars and iegal holioars
ex:ciuciil. the cpmmssion shall <ietermrne tne DroDerug
materialll' affected b1' the application. Uniess a public

ft""ttng dn such applicatron-is waiwd rn udting bl all
personi entitied to inotrce..the commsston shali require
its secretan'to give. bv mail. reasonabie noucr oi a pui>'

irc hearing beiore the commission on such a?Dhcatron.to

the aooltcant. the owners of all pro.oern' oetermtned o1'

the commsston to be materialll' afiecteci as tire; appea:

on tire most rec-ent real estate t8r lisi. ano an1' person<

fihng a *riftet tequeg. for notrc? of heanngs. such re'

ouds to be rene,u,eci yearif in Dectmiret- 
The commissron. ss sooD es mav be conrslent ioiiow'

ing such pubiic hearing.- or the $'at\€: tnereo:' Dui

o"ittin tlitr ciars. Satuidavs, Sundar: and iegd hoii'
dals erciuded, 3j1g; tb" fillng of the apobcauoa lor tne

Certificate of ApProPriateness, or )rithm sucn.lutlncr
time as tiee appb&ni oaf ia u:itrag alios: sirall <iecr'
mne u'hether ot not the constructtorr. leconstruciloll'
aii.t"uoa, or <iemoliuon of iire cxtsao: a:chtte:turai
ie'i,rre is coDsrsteDt $'ltb tbe purpose oi tlls orcirnancc

and whethe. notuithstandlng that it 3na" De lnaPDrc'

Driate o'*.rng to conciitiors esPecialiv aiiec:ng tne s:ruc'

iure inw),rei bur not afiecting 6. 9616n3 la' viliage
Drsmct generalil'. failure to lssue a Cenircare oi '{pprc'
otla,"*it *jli inroiue a substasuat har<isiua to the ap
ilr"ant and such a certifrcate mat ix usuei u'itirout

il;;il;;;ttment to the pubhc u'eliare.ancj *rthout
subsiantld cierogatron from the urteli anc PurPos€s o:

thu ordrnance.
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ln passing upon appropriateneis, thecommLsion shall
consider, in addition to other pertinent factors as speci-
Iied in the standards and cnteria section of the bvlag's,
the historical and architecturd value and significance,
architecturd sn'le, general design. arrangement, terture
and material of the exterior architectural feature in-
rolved and the relatioruhip thereof to the erterior archi-
tectural features of other structures in the immediate
neighborhood.

If the commission determines that a Certificate of Ap-
propriateness sbould be granted, the secretan'of the
commission shall issue to the applicant a Certificate of
Appropriateness. If the com mission Jails to make a deter-
minatron u'ithin the time hereinafter prescribed. thesec-
retan' of the commission shall issue to the appiicant a
Certificate of Hardship. If the commrssion determines
that a c€rtificate not be issued. then the commrssion shall
include in its records tne reasoru for such determination
and an1' recommendatioru it mal he\€. The secreta4'
shali then, bv mail, give notict of such rieterminatron to
the applicant and to eve4'oerson lfung a urtnen reguest
for such notice, enciosing u'ith it an attested cop)',of the
rcasons aDd recommenoatrons &s clntarneo ln tne re-
c.orcis on the commission.

Ewry person about to appll' to the buil<iing cornmis-
sioner ior a permit to cotrstruci an1'siru*ure rn the Hrs-
toric Dstrict or to recon$ruct. alter or ciemor:sir anr'
structure nou' or hereafts in said drstrict shdi ciegosit
rrith the secretan' of the commrssion his appircatron for
such permit together u'i'.h such piaus. sDeciirstborr and
other materials as tie commrsion ma]'hom trme to time
prescribe. lVithin eight oavs thereafte. Seuniar:. Sun-
<iar:. and iegal holiciars erciuried, tire coo.orssron sirall
consider such applicatim,, piaus. speciircatrons and
other matenal aDd determine rr*rethe; ml ertsnoi ar-
chitectural ieature is inyolved. If it is so determined that
no ertenor architectural ieanrre is inrolrec. the secre-,
tan' of tbe commission shali enciorse on tire apoircation a

Certilicate of Non-Applrcabilitl' anri rctum tire appirca-
tioa, pians, s-oeciiicabons aod othe matetial to tae ap'
piican!.

Section 80. Appeals.
Uncier the pro\isions oi tire Cenerd l:q's. cbaoter

40C. section l2A an1' appiicant aggrrered bt a dacmi-
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nation of the mmmission' ma1' u'ithin rwentl'<iays afrcJ

l'rij'iiii;e-;rth,.n:tiT:{:"""h"3;'"":i"illH"til:Hl

'3:iH""ii!!ill",."?iil j*il:H:*1"*"""r'*;
nent etidenc€ end shau annul

-at"iS"" if it finds the riecision of the c'ommusion-to

i"" "**p.""a 
Uv the evidenc'e ' or to excted the autnor-

ii 
"iinI;,nrnioion' 

or ma' remand the case ior lu-rtner

;:;;;;;;; *'missron' or make such other oecr€€'s
'*- Ii,i ""tltl' 

mav require The remed)- PY'ifle:l-by

l'nir't*iilt" t-t ar'be e*clusiver but the parties shall-nave

;ffiiJi;;] ;p*l and exception as rn other eouitv cases

E"tiitn"ir:ili ut allowed agairst the commsston untess

ii'ri"ri'.pp*t to the court that tire comm$ston acteo

$'ith stors negligence' ln Dao laith or u'ith maiice rn the

;;;;;;;-;fich the apoeal *'as taken costs shau not

'iJji"""J'"g"i*t the pin' apoeairng irom such detet'

mination o{ the commrsston ':niess 
it'snal} tPryitl"-:l:

-"i tft",lit" 
"ppeliant 

acted in bad iaith ot uith malrce

ii mahng th" 
"PPeal 

to the court'

Sectron 8I Eniorcemen"' 
:if icate requrred bv and ef -

\\'hoever. u'ithout the c€n

fJ;;;;;anc'e u'ith this act' shall uncienare an]

;;;il;. re''onstruction' testoration' q"t1o-t"::
li,iorl"*,.tiot tepiacement or alterabon or ott-9]t:::'

r^'ith respect to anY ortenor'architectural ieaturernla]'

iirililfiolt"t pistrict shall be ounished bv a itn-'e-otn-o:

rJ'iii""iiri:a"riars nor more than fi\€ hunored dortars'

;;""'h;'. .r*' i'illl Fif; ff3fffl 'l'i ""' 
li"T ""i

st one' aPPropnat" "o:T,:"- ";;iiiiJ- i"", u'.'n. .1".
this act, Permit an]' ertenor

[ii#.d'*'""o-l1.i :"^ii'"ffi'"';';3f ,t"""::i."':';J;
{ine of not iess than tlltv qol

rired rioliacs A sePatate oiiense shali occur er'en oa'-

irfrti-fr-t-p""ion oi u'hrch anl such 'tola:ton 
snart

*"ffilto"tition 
of the commssion' the Suoenor Coun

to,-s'u-rilircoun'l''n')'-:Tfi':,111'"T5Jlil'il;J"fri.
suuctlon. restor2tlon_.-€ltet i",ir"'""--a mar..order tire
or ciemolitron il t*t:_"::-r";i 

";rlstc'or "rchnectutalremoval rn u'hoie - tLli 
:fi;itJn oi tho.., "n,i -.'feature pe:mitted t" fl'l'r;;;;;iion r,,nr' b" n""o'

order such recon$rt"t]:::;;J;;;roru or ciemolitron
san' or desrable to reotess

ini"i"ttn tn vtolation of tnrs act'



Section 89. Fees.

The fee that shail acrompanv an application for a Cer.
tificate of Appropriateness from the Biv Viliaee Historic
District Commission shall be set b1, orciinancel

Section 83. Other Functiorls of Commission.
The c.,ommrssion shall adopt rules and regulatiors for

the con<iuct of its business. not incoruistent u'ith chaDre!
40C of the General Lau's, or u'ith the pumose of thrs or.
dinance. The commission u'ith approval of the Mar.or
and Citl' Council mar.receiw anb accept appropira-
tiorx, grans and gifa for the furthering of the purposes
of this ordinanct. It mal establlsh an historic marker
program, publish guicies, maps and other appropnare
publications to illustrate historical and archrtecturai re.
sources of the Htstoris Dstrict. The c.ommissron mar.
propose changes rn the Bar' \riliage Hrstorrc Drstnc:
bounciarres and additional historic ciistrics as ir deems
sppFopnate, subiect tc :he Ceneral Lau,s. chapter 40C
and to chapt€r 77!. Acrs ci 1975. as amencieC.

Section 8.i. Severabihi',
ln case anv sectlon, paragraoh or part of this ordi-

nanc.e be for anv reason tieciared invalici or unconstitu-
tional bl an)' c$urt of iast reson, elEn other sectlor.,
paragraph or pan shall continue in full force and efiect.
Se-lox 9. Tire commission shall notifll br. rnail. all

prop€rqv ( i.ners ln the liistoric Drtrict of th: esi::irs;..
ment ol tire ciistrict. Aiter passage of this orcirnanr-. ang
prior to establishment of tire Bat' Village Histonc Drstnc:
Commission. t}le Boston Lasdmark Coosrission mar. a-.-
sume the powers and resporsibilities of the Commtsslor..

Sr*rox 3. Tbis ordinaoce .h,ll take efiec thrrtl darr
foltou'ing approval bl the ]r{aror.

in Gtl Co"nail ;".agg. 1983. PasseC.

Aporoved j une 30. 1963.

Joax P Cevn'a"' r-.
City Cietk.

tr nrs H. \\'xrrr.
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