
OFFERED BY COUNCILORS TANIA FERNANDES ANDERSON RUTHZEE LOUIJEUNE, 
BREADON, COLETTA, ARROYO, FLAHERTY, LARA, MEJIA AND FLYNN 

CITY OF BOSTON 

IN CITY COUNCIL 

ORDER FOR A HEARING TO DISCUSS HOW THE CITY 

BUDGET IS ADDRESSING EQUITY 

WHEREAS, In 2020, the City of Boston declared racism as a public health crisis; and

WHEREAS, 80 percent of white residents own a home, while 33 percent of American 

less than 20 percent of Dominican and Puerto Rican, and 50 percent of Caribbean 

Black residents are homeowners; and

WHEREAS, The median net worth for white households in Boston is $250,000 while the 

median net worth for Black households in Boston is $8; and

WHEREAS, Residents of Roxbury have the shortest life expectancy in Boston, of less than 59 

years, while residents less than a half-mile away in Back Bay have a life 

expectancy of around 92 year; and

WHEREAS, The public health crisis ofCOVID-19 has been exacerbated by social 

determinants of health perpetuated by systemic racism; and

WHEREAS, Studies have shown that race determines how poor a person is, and poverty is 

directly correlated to negative factors such as poor health, lack of leadership 

opportunities, housing insecurity, minimal access to economic opportunities, 

minimal opportunities to create generational wealth, health inequities, food 

deserts, barriers to transportation, absence of access to arts and culture, climate 

injustice, prevention of youth development, civic death, and inadequate recovery 

from COVID-19; and

WHEREAS, The City of Boston is committed to addressing inequity through budget priorities 

and has enacted policies, ordinances, and executive orders designed to ensure that 

all residents share the opportunities that the City has to offer; and

WHEREAS, The City of Boston does not have an equity driven accountable allocation system 

in place that tracks budgeted and actual revenues and expenses across district 

neighborhoods to show disproportions that studies have shown to exist; and




