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Cannabis Establishments in Boston

e Pursuant to Massachusetts General Law Boston must site a minimum of 52 retail
recreational cannabis dispensaries. This number excludes other cannabis uses such

as medical, cultivation, laboratory, manufacturing, and delivery.

e Mayor Walsh and the Boston City Council passed an ordinance establi
Boston Cannabis Board (the “BCB”) which is the authori
cannabis establishments in Boston. The BCB

tasked with ensuring equity in t



Application Process

Step s
Step1 Step 2 Step 3 Step 4 Letter of Support,
= < NSacs < - it B 5 O sition , or Non-
Submit online application to Inspectional Services Rejection Letter Community Meeting o e

Opposition from District City

the BCB Department
Councilor

*Key Documeants: Online apphication; *File plans for the cannabis use with *Receive rejection letter from Zoning *5chedule statutory community *This request should be made AFTER
direct and indirect beneficial interast the Inspectional Services Department Board of App=als and file an appeal mesting through the Mayor's Office the statutory community mesting; the
disclosures; legal right to occupy the (3ll cannabis establishments in the of Neighborhood Services; applicants BCE should be cczed on this request at
premiss (deed, leass agreement, City of Boston are either conditional are also encouraged to reach cut to which time it will issue a formal letter
letter of intent) or forbidden meaning all will require the applicable neighborhood which triggers the 45 day period for

zoning refief from the Zoning Board of associations, elected officials, and the District City Coundilor to provide 3
Appeals) nearby residents and businesses; the letter; failure to provide a letter is
statutory community meeting is the considered non-opposition which can
minimum community outreach legally be supplemszntzd by the District City
required Coundilor at the hearing before the
BCB

Step 6 Step9 Step 10
Appearata ic heari Obtain the approval
it SLAEL

*0Once the 45 period has run or the *The Host Community Agresment (the *Only applicants granted z license by *Obtain the approval from the Build out and final licensurs

District City Councilor letter has been “HCA") is drafted by the Law the BCB will be scheduled for 3 Cannabis Control Commission

received the application is deemad Department and is largsly form apart hearing before the Zoning Board of

C lete if 2ll req d i from incorporating any conditions Appeals. The Zoning Board of Appeals

have bzen submitted. Certified equity placed by the BCB through its vote. evaluates the proposed cannabis

applicants are scheduled for the next The HCA is typically signed in a matter astablishment from 3 land use

hearing before the BCB if the of days following an affirmative vote perspective.

application is complete by the last of the BCE.

business day of the preceding month.

Non-equity applicants are placed in

the queue based on the date of the

application and are scheduled

pursuant to the 1:1 equity to non-
equity ratio.



Evaluating an Application

e The Ordinance establishing the BCB also establishes the S| EEe B
criteria each member of the BCB uses in evaluating the T
appropriateness of the proposed time, place, and manner of i g
a cannabis establishment. The score sheet and guidance o

used by each member of the BCB is available on the website:

Boston.gov/cannabis.

e Every application is evaluated on its individual merits
pursuant to the ordinance. There is no maximum or

minimum score necessary to grant a license. Instead
scoring is used by each member of the BCB to
deliberations.



https://www.boston.gov/sites/default/files/file/2021/01/BCB%20-%20Scoring%20Sheet%20New%20Cannabis%20Application%20.pdf
https://www.boston.gov/sites/default/files/file/2021/01/BCB%20-%20Scoring%20Sheet%20New%20Cannabis%20Application%20.pdf

Buffer Zone:

There are two (2) Buffer Zones applicable to cannabis establishments regardless
of license type.

2. Half Mile Buffer Zone: Pursuant to the

Massachusetts General Law a cannabis to site a cannabis establlshment

establishment cannot be located within
500 feet of an existing public or private cannabis establishm
K-12 school providing education. There is apphes ,

no waiver to the School Buffer Zone.




Boston Equity Program

N

e The Boston Equity Program was created by An Ordinance Establishing Equitable Regulation of the
Cannabis Industry in the City of Boston to counteract the devastating impacts of the “War on
Drugs”, which disproportionately affected people of color, particularly Black, Latino, and Asian
residents living in the Roxbury, Dorchester, and Mattapan neighborhoods of Boston.

e The Boston Cannabis Equity Program provides technical assistance to equity applica
include services such as:
- Technical assistance with business operations, including t
plans.
- Technical assistance recruiting emplo
- Guidance and assistance thro
Technical assistance wi



Boston Equity Fund

e The purpose of the Boston Equity Fund and Boston Cannabis Equity Program is “...to support Equity
Applicants and Licensees...to establish and operate a cannabis business in the City of Boston.”

e The benefits of the Equity Fund and the technical assistance program are available to certified equity applicants
and licensees. Certified equity applicants/licensees have met the following criteria set forth in the Ordin
A person who has resided in an area of disproportionate impact, as defined by the Cann
Commission, for at least 5 of the last 10 years;
A person who has a past arrest or conviction for the possession, sal
Marijuana between 1971 and 2016, who has been a re51de
is the child of a person with a past arrest or conyi
cultivation of Marijuana between 19
A person who has resided i
A person who is



Questions




Contact Information :

Lesley Delaney Hawkins, Executive Secretary, BCB

Email: Lesleyv.hawkins@boston.gov *Cannabis Main Email & Telephone

Number:

Jasmin Winn, Project Manager, BCB cannabisboar

Email: Jasmin.winn@boston.gov

Chayla White Attorney,
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