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Above: “Massachusetts. Boston. 2 Lynde Street. Harrison Gray Otis House. Entrance.” Photo by F. Cousins, 
1916. Located in the Boston Pictorial Archive. Image accessed via Digital Commonwealth Massachusetts 

Collections Online. 
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Above: Full image and detail of “Massachusetts. Boston. 2 Lynde Street. Harrison Gray Otis House. 
Wrought iron fence.” Photo by F. Cousins, 1916. Located in the Boston Pictorial Archive. Image accessed 

via Digital Commonwealth Massachusetts Collections Online. 
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Left and below: Photos of the front 
façade entrance steps with proposed 

rudimentary design of the new to 
match historic railings indicated in 
blue. As the entrance portico is no 

longer in existence (to which the top 
portion of the railing terminated 

historically), Historic New England is 
proposing mimicking the bottom post 

at the top of the stairs ,directly in front 
of the sidelite pilaster as shown. 
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Installation of exterior security cameras: 
Historic New England proposes the installation of four (4) exterior surveillance cameras, 
including two (2) cameras focused on Lynde Street, one (1) camera on the parking lot at the back 
of the building and one (1) camera monitoring the staff entrance (see site plan and associated 
images below and on following pages).  There have been several incidents over the last couple of 
years involving the safety of staff later at night and so the primary purpose of the camera 
installation is staff and visitor safety. The cameras will also provide additional building and 
collections security.  Finally, due to the receptionist being stationed remotely at another facility, 
the camera monitoring the staff entry will allow the receptionist to see an individual before 
allowing them into the building.  
 
While the cameras (see cut sheets included on pages 11 and 12) will be visible to add an element 
of deterrence, all cameras will be black and be sympathetically installed utilizing current exterior 
features such as exterior lighting fixtures and vents. Infrastructure to support camera operation 
will utilize or follow existing exterior conduit paths.  Any new conduit would be mounted 
directly above or below existing conduit. All installation and mounting will occur a reasonable 
distance from the front half of the building and out of direct view from Cambridge Street.  No 
installation will occur on the front façade. Two of the three cameras will be visible from 
Cambridge Street.  
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Left: Site plan showing 
the three locations for 
security cameras. Note 
that numbers and arrows 
correspond to photos 
and direction in which 
photos were taken on 
following pages.  
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Photo 1 (above) and photo 2 (below), showing the staff entrance and proposed location of the security camera on 
this elevation (indicated with red dot). Wiring would be run either from behind camera or up from existing call box. 

Camera would be Axis M3027-PVE Network Camera (see cut sheets on following pages.) 
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Photo 3 (above) and photo 4 (below), along Lynde Street. Proposed location of security cameras is indicated with 
the blue dot, and would be the site of two security cameras—one pointed up towards the end of Lynde Street, and 

the other pointed down towards Cambridge Street, in an effort to survey the majority of this street. Cameras would 
be mounted directly below the existing exterior lights, and wiring would be run through existing penetration for 

electrical wiring in window casing. Cameras would be Axis M2025-LE (see cut sheets on following pages). 
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Photo 5 (above), photo 6 (below), and photo 7 (page 8) at end Lynde Street. Proposed location of security 
camera is indicated with green dot. Camera would point towards Lynde Street, in an effort to capture activity 
in this gravel parking area as well as at the end of Lynde Street. Camera would be mounted directly below the 
existing exterior lights, and wiring would be run in conduit either directly above or below existing conduit that 

contains electrical wiring. Camera would be Axis M2025-LE (see cut sheets on following pages). 
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Terrace irrigation line: 
Plantings on the front terraces of the Otis House always suffer from the harsh conditions and lack 
of irrigation. In order to ensure the long-term sustainability of the terraces as a planting bed 
irrigation needs to be provided. The proposed irrigation line will run from the faucet located on 
the west (left) side of the building, near the staff entrance, under the brick walkway to the gutter, 
up the backside of the gutter, over the wall, and into the planting bed left of the front steps and 
another line to run over to the planting bed right of the front steps. Running the water through the 
building to the terraces is not an option as the lines would run through the library and archives 
and thus create a risk for the vital records stored within.  
 
The irrigation line would largely be buried and thus not visible, except for where it would run 
from the back of the gutter and over the wall, and into the planting bed left of the front steps. 
Where the irrigation line isn’t buried, it will be painted either reddish brown to match the brick, 
or gray to match the granite. 
 

 

Above: Site plan showing proposed irrigation line in blue. Note that numbers and arrows correspond to 
photos and direction in which photos were taken on following pages. 
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Images above and to left: Photos 
showing the route of the proposed 
irrigation line from the faucet next to 
the staff entrance, down below the 
brick walkway (buried length indicated 
in dashed line), up the back of the 
downspout, and then spanning an 
approximately 2’ width to the edge of 
the wall of the terrace. 
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Image above: Photo showing the route of the proposed irrigation line from the top of the terrace side wall, down 
the interior edge of the terrace side wall, and then buried to service plantings (buried lengths indicated in dashed 

lines). 
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