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Unpainted Brick

BHAC Hearing
October 19, 2017



Agenda

• Current Situation
• BHAC Application Request
• Pertinent BHAC Guidelines
• Historical Research
• Conclusion



Current Situation

• 73 Chestnut Street purchased by Nancy and Stephen Skinner in March 2017

• Undertaking total renovation and conversion from commercial business with 
residence to single family residence

• Current brick façade and woodwork painted light blue with cream-colored 
window sash and muntins, multicolored figurine displayed at 2nd level (Exhibit 1)

• BHAC Certificate of Appropriateness (17.1152BH) approved: removing paint 
from the masonry, restoring wood trim and millwork in-kind, restoring the wood 
statue in-kind, replacing the wood windows at the first and second floors in-kind



BHAC Application Request

• Stephen and Nancy Skinner request to restore 73 Chestnut Street facade in accordance with
BHAC regulations:

 Restore Brick to original unpainted condition (request approved by BHAC in Certificate of
Appropriateness 17.1152BH)

 Restore figurine/statue to original, repair and paint to match existing (Exhibit 3 - request approved by
BHAC in Certificate of Appropriateness 17.1152BH)

 Replace all façade windows to match existing (request approved by BHAC in Certificate of
Appropriateness 17.1152BH)

• Current Request --- Restore paint color on all façade woodwork and window sash and muntins to
original grey discovered from historic paint analysis (Exhibits 2, 7; Sherwin Williams, Color 7018
Dovetail)
 Consistent with original grey façade in 1990s and earlier
 Monochrome wood façade consistent with several buildings in the immediate neighborhood



Pertinent BHAC Guidelines
• BHAC Guidelines Section "G. Paint,1. - the paint color shall be original or historically 

appropriate“

 BHAC applications, re: 73 Chestnut, dated 1993 (Exhibit 4) and 1998 (Exhibit 5); and re: 75 Chestnut, dated 
1997 (Exhibit 6), provided by  the Boston archive office, show the facade was painted the grey color proposed. 
Historical paint analysis performed by Building Conservation Associates, Inc. (BCAI; Exhibit 7) confirms that the 
façade was painted grey for many years  (based on analyzed  samples taken from several areas of the façade)

• BHAC Guidelines, Intro Page 1 – “…the Commission shall consider…the relationship 
thereof to the exterior architectural features of other involved structures in the 
immediate neighborhood”

 BCAI analysis determined façade was monochrome, that is, all grey including the window sash and muntins for 
“…one intermediate generation when they were painted a uniform grey with the rest of the build exterior”
(Exhibit 7), as  proposed. This is consistent with monochromatic wood facades of several buildings in the 
immediate neighborhood (Exhibit 8)

• BHAC  Guidelines Section G, 2. "materials and features that have never been or were 
never intended to be painted (e.g. copper, granite, brick...) shall not be painted.“

 Could not locate application to alter the paint color from original grey to the current blue, and also could not 
locate application in the archives that authorizes the original brick to be painted 



Historical Research

• Reviewed BHAC files for evidence of Certificate of Appropriateness in past 25 years authorizing 
brick to be painted over and façade woodwork to be painted in current light blue – no 
applications or related approvals were found for current paint color or painted brick

• Reviewed files for photographic evidence of prior colors of façade and identified photos 
attached to multiple applications to BHAC which show façade to be painted grey (applications 
regarding 73 Chestnut and 75 Chestnut with photos of grey façade: 1987 application for 75 
chestnut; 1993, 1998 applications for 73 Chestnut, Exhibits 4,5,6)

• 1917 streetscape photo indicating 73 chestnut with all brick façade and no woodwork (Exhibit 9)

• Commissioned “Exterior Finishes Study” by Building Conservation Associates (Exhibit 7) which 
revealed many years of grey woodwork (color proposed in this application) for much longer 
duration than current blue color

• Many buildings in immediate neighborhood have monochrome woodwork facades (including 
window sashes and muntins) similar to what is proposed in this application (Exhibit 8)



Conclusion
• Current blue façade has been in place since 1998 or so, prior to that, 

façade was painted grey and had been grey for many years 
• Current façade has painted brick which is direct violation of BHAC 

guidelines
• Certificates of Appropriateness authorizing brick to be painted and 

façade to be blue with cream trim could not be located in the files
• C of A applications in 1998 and earlier show façade to be painted grey as 

proposed
• Monochrome façade similar to like woodwork facades of several 

buildings in immediate neighborhood
• The grey color requested matches an original color found through a 

scientific paint analysis by Building Conservation Associates, Inc. (Exhibit 
7) and their study also found evidence of a monochrome paint scheme

• Skinners’ request restores building to original, historic façade and aligns 
with BHAC regulations



Exhibit 1 
Current Situation
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BHAC Application Request
• Stephen and Nancy Skinner request to bring 73 Chestnut Street facade
back into compliance with BHAC regulations: (Exhibits 2, 3)

 Restore Brick to original unpainted condition (request approved by BHAC in
Certificate of Appropriateness 17.1152BH)

 Restore figurine/statue to original, repair and paint to match existing (request
approved by BHAC in Certificate of Appropriateness 17.1152BH)

 Replace all façade windows to match existing (request approved by BHAC in
Certificate of Appropriateness 17.1152BH)

• Current Request ‐‐‐ Restore all façade woodwork, window frames and
muntins paint color to original grey (Exhibits 2, 3; Sherwin Williams,
Color 7018 Dovetail)
 Consistent with original grey façade in 1990s and earlier
 Monochrome wood façade consistent with several buildings in the immediate

neighborhood



Exhibit 2
Proposal Return To Original Façade Color, Gray
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Exhibit 3
Proposed To Restore Figurine/Statue To Original
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Exhibit 4
1993 C of O Application For 73 Chestnut
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Exhibit 5
1998 C of A Application for 73 Chestnut



73
 C

HE
ST

NU
T 

ST
RE

ET
, B

OS
TO

N 
MA

 02
10

8

10
.

19
98

 A
pp

lic
ati

on
 fo

r C
er

tifi
ca

te 
of 

Ap
pr

op
ria

ten
es

s p
g. 

1 o
f 4

SE
PT

EM
BE

R 
27

, 2
01

7
EXHIBIT 5 - 1 of 4



73
 C

HE
ST

NU
T 

ST
RE

ET
, B

OS
TO

N 
MA

 02
10

8

10
.

19
98

 A
pp

lic
ati

on
 fo

r C
er

tifi
ca

te 
of 

Ap
pr

op
ria

ten
es

s p
g. 

2 o
f 4

SE
PT

EM
BE

R 
27

, 2
01

7
EXHIBIT 5 - 2 of 4



73
 C

HE
ST

NU
T 

ST
RE

ET
, B

OS
TO

N 
MA

 02
10

8

10
.

19
98

 A
pp

lic
ati

on
 fo

r C
er

tifi
ca

te 
of 

Ap
pr

op
ria

ten
es

s p
g. 

3 o
f 4

SE
PT

EM
BE

R 
27

, 2
01

7
EXHIBIT 5 - 3 of 4



73
 C

HE
ST

NU
T 

ST
RE

ET
, B

OS
TO

N 
MA

 02
10

8

10
.

19
98

 A
pp

lic
ati

on
 fo

r C
er

tifi
ca

te 
of 

Ap
pr

op
ria

ten
es

s p
g. 

4 o
f 4

SE
PT

EM
BE

R 
27

, 2
01

7
EXHIBIT 5 - 4 of 4



Exhibit 6
1997 C of A Application for 75 Chestnut
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Exhibit 7
Excerpts from Building Conservation Associates, Inc. 

(BCAI) paint analysis
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Exhibit 8
Monochrome Facades of buildings in immediate neighborhood
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Historical Research

• Reviewed BHAC files for evidence of Certificate of Appropriateness in past 25 years authorizing 
brick to be painted over and façade woodwork to be painted in current light blue – no 
applications or related approvals were found for current paint color or painted brick

• Reviewed files for photographic evidence of prior colors of façade and identified photos 
attached to multiple applications to BHAC which show façade to be painted grey (applications 
regarding 73 Chestnut and 75 Chestnut with photos of grey façade: 1997 application for 75 
chestnut; 1993, 1998 applications for 73 Chestnut, Exhibits 4,5,6) 

• 1917 streetscape photo indicating 73 chestnut with all brick façade and no woodwork (Exhibit 9)

• Commissioned “Exterior Finishes Study” by Building Conservation Associates (Exhibit 7) which 
revealed many years of grey woodwork (color proposed in this application) for much longer 
duration than current blue color

• Many buildings in immediate neighborhood of monochrome woodwork facades (including 
window frames and muntins) as that proposed in this application (Exhibit 8)



Exhibit 9
Historic photo (c. 1917) of 73 Chestnut
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