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9.0 GENERAL STANDARDS AND CRITERIA 

9.1 INTRODUCTION
Per sections, 4, 5, 6, 7 and 8 of the enabling statute (Chapter 772 of the Acts of 1975 of the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, as amended) Standards and Criteria must be adopted for each 
Architectural Conservation District Designation which shall be applied by the Commission in 
evaluating proposed changes. The Standards and Criteria established thus note those features that 
must be conserved and/or enhanced to maintain the viability of the Architectural Conservation 
District designation. Before a Certificate of Design Approval or Certificate of Exemption can be 
issued for such changes, the changes must be reviewed by the Commission with regard to their 
conformance to the purpose of the statute.

The objective of these standards is to help local officials, designers and individual property
owners to identify the characteristics that have led to designation, and thus to identify the
limitation to the changes that can be made to them. It should be emphasized that conformance to 
the Standards and Criteria alone does not necessarily insure approval, nor are they absolute, but 
any request for deviation from them must demonstrate the reason for such deviation. The
Commission's Certificate of Design Approval is only granted after careful review of each
application and public hearing, in accordance with the statute. Early consultation with
commission staff often results in a speedier review process. 

Materials for documenting your building may be available at the following repositories: 
• For documentation of building permits, which may include information such as BIN#, date of 

construction, original architect, and later changes to the building: Boston Inspectional 
Services Department, 1010 Massachusetts Avenue – 5th Floor, Boston.

• For possible original plans take the BIN# from the front of the document jacket from the 
Inspectional Services Department to: Boston Public Library, Copley Square, Fine Arts 
Department

In general, the intent of the Standards and Criteria is to preserve existing qualities of a property
that contribute to designation of the district; however, in some cases, they encourage the removal 
of additions that have lessened the integrity of a property or of the district.

It is recognized that changes may be required or desired in designated properties for a wide 
variety of reasons, not all of which are under the complete control of the Commission or the 
owners. Examples include conformance to building code and safety requirements, zoning code, 
and sign code. Adherence to City of Boston and Massachusetts codes is required in addition to 
adherence to the of the Architectural Conservation District standards. The response to these 
requirements may, in some cases, present conflicts with the Standards and Criteria for a particular 
property.

The Commission's evaluation of an application will be based upon the degree to which such 
changes are in harmony with the character of the property and the district. In some cases,
priorities have been assigned within the Standards and Criteria as an aid to property owners in 
identifying the most critical design features. The treatments outlined below are listed in
hierarchical order from least amount of intervention to the greatest amount of intervention. The 
owner, manager or developer should follow them in order to ensure a successful project that is 
sensitive to the historic district.
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• Identify, Retain, and Preserve the form and detailing of the materials and features that 
define the historic character of the structure or site. These are basic treatments that should
prevent actions that may cause the diminution or loss of the structure's or site's historic and/or 
architectural character. It is important to remember that loss of character can be caused by the 
cumulative effect of insensitive actions whether large or small.

• Protect and Maintain the materials and features that have been identified as important and 
must be retained during the rehabilitation work. Protection usually involves the least amount 
of intervention and is done before other work.

• Repair the character defining features and materials when it is necessary. Repairing begins 
with the least amount of intervention possible. Patching, piecing-in, splicing, consolidating or 
otherwise reinforcing according to recognized preservation methods are the techniques that 
should be followed. Repairing may also include limited replacement in kind of deteriorated or 
missing parts of features. Replacements should be based on surviving prototypes.

• Replacement of entire character defining features or materials follows repair when the 
deterioration prevents repair. The essential form and detailing should still be evident so that 
the physical evidence can be used to re-establish the feature. The preferred option is 
replacement of the entire feature in kind using the same material. Because this approach may 
not always be technically or economically feasible, the Commission will consider the use of 
compatible substitute material. The Commission does not recommend removal and
replacement of a feature that could be repaired.

• Missing Historic Features should be replaced with new features that are based on adequate 
historical, pictorial and physical documentation. The Commission may consider a
replacement feature that is compatible with the remaining character defining features. The
new design should match the scale, size, and material of the historic feature. Building records 
at the City of Boston, Inspectional Services Department and the Fine Arts Department of the 
Boston Public Library, Copley Square are a good source of information on the original and 
later conditions of the property.

• Alterations or Additions  that may be needed to assure the continued use of the historic 
structure or site should not radically change, obscure or destroy character defining spaces, 
materials, features or finishes. The Commission encourages new uses that are compatible 
with the historic structure or site and that do not require major alterations or additions.

In these standards, the verb Shall indicates those actions that are specifically required to preserve 
and protect significant architectural elements; the verb Should indicates a preferred course of 
action that will guide the decision of the Commission; the verb Recommend indicates courses of 
action that are preferred by the Commission, but are not mandated.

The Standards and Criteria have been divided into three levels:
• Section 9.0 - General Standards and Criteria are common to all Architectural Conservation 

designations.
• Section 10.0 - Landscapes – Specific Standards and Criteria apply to the landscape of each 

particular property that is designated in the district. In every case the Specific Standards and 
Criteria for a particular property shall take precedence over the General ones if there is a 
conflict.

• Section 11.0 – Building Exteriors – Specific Standards and Criteria apply to each particular 
building that is designated in the district. In every case the Specific Standards and Criteria for 
a particular property shall take precedence over the General ones if there is a conflict.
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9.2 LEVELS OF REVIEW
The Commission has no desire to interfere with normal maintenance procedures. In order to 
provide some guidance for the property owner, manager or developer and the Commission, the 
activities which might be construed as causing an alteration to the physical character of the 
exterior have been categorized into:

A. Routine activities that are not subject to review by the Commission:
1. Activities associated with routine maintenance, including such items as: painting (except 

masonry), pruning and seasonal plantings.
2. Routine activities associated with seasonal installations that do not result in any permanent 

alterations or attached fixtures.
3. Ordinary cleaning (not including chemical cleaning).

B. Activities subject to review, which may be determined by the district staff to be eligible for a 
Certificate of Exemption:
1. Ordinary maintenance and repair involving no change in design, material, color and outward 

appearance, including such items as: exterior cleaning programs (including chemical surface 
cleaning), repainting masonry, planting a limited number of trees and/or removal of non-
contributing trees.

2. In-kind replacement or repair.

C. Activities requiring District Commission review:
Any reconstruction, restoration, replacement, alteration or demolition (This includes but is not 
limited to surface treatments, fixtures and ornaments) such as: New construction of any type; 
removal of existing features or element; any alteration involving change in design, material, 
color, location or outward appearance; major planting or removal of trees, changes in landforms.

D. Activities not explicitly listed above:
In the case of any exterior activity not explicitly covered in these Standards and Criteria, the 
district staff shall determine whether an application is required and if so, whether it shall be an 
application for a Certificate of Design Approval or Certificate of Exemption.

E. Concurrent Jurisdiction
In some cases, proposed changes that fall under the jurisdiction of the District Commission may 
also fall under the jurisdiction of other city, state and federal boards and commissions such as the 
Boston Art Commission, the Massachusetts Historical Commission, the National Park Service 
and others. All efforts will be made to expedite the review process. Whenever possible and 
appropriate, a joint hearing will be arranged.

9.3 GENERAL STANDARDS AND CRITERIA
1. The design approach to the property should begin with the premise that the features of 

historical and architectural significance described within the Study Report must be preserved. 
In general, this will minimize alterations that will be allowed.

2. Building elevations that face a street are usually the primary architectural feature of
residential and commercial buildings in the Aberdeen area. The Commission will make an 
effort to protect the integrity of the street facing façades.

3. Changes and additions to the property and its environment that have taken place in the course 
of time are evidence of the history of the property and the neighborhood. These changes to 
the property may have developed significance in their own right, and this significance should 
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be recognized and respected. (The term "later contributing features" shall be used to 
convey this concept.)

4. Deteriorated materials and/or features, whenever possible, should be repaired rather than 
replaced or removed.

5. When replacement of features that define the historic character of the property is necessary, it 
should be based on physical or documentary evidence of original or later contributing
features.

6. New materials should, whenever possible, match the material being replaced in physical
properties and should be compatible with the size, scale, color, material, and character of the 
property and its environment.

7. Review is limited to those portions of the property that are visible from public ways.
8. When changes to a condominium or other buildings in multiple ownership are proposed, the 

entire building shall be considered and treated uniformly. Work on any building may,
however, proceed in stages.

9. Surface cleaning shall use the mildest method possible. Sandblasting, wire brushing, or other 
similar abrasive cleaning methods shall not be permitted.

10. Should any major restoration or construction activity be considered for the property, the 
Boston Landmarks Commission recommends that the proponents prepare an historic building 
conservation study and/or consult a materials conservator early in the planning process.

11. Significant archeological resources affected by a project shall be protected and preserved.
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10.0 LANDSCAPES – SPECIFIC STANDARDS AND CRITERIA

10.1 INTRODUCTION
1. The intent of these standards and criteria is to preserve the overall natural character of the 

Aberdeen neighborhood, including such landscape features as its trees and ample lawns, 
winding street patterns, and topographic features, including rock outcroppings and landscape 
elements such as stone walls. 

2. In these standards, the verb Shall indicates those actions that are specifically required to 
preserve and protect significant landscape elements; the verb Should indicates a course of 
action that will guide the decision of the Commission; the verb Recommend indicates 
courses of action that are preferred by the Commission, but are not mandated.

3. The standards and criteria acknowledge that there will be changes to the landscape and are 
intended to make the changes sensitive to the historic character of the landscape.

4. The following features, when visible from any public way, wherever located on a property, 
are subject to the terms of the landscape standards herein stated: topography, siting of 
buildings, natural rock outcroppings, trees, retaining walls, paving (including crushed stone), 
fencing, fixed elements and stationary street furnishings.

5. Items under Commission review include but are not limited to the following:

10.2 LANDSCAPE ELEMENTS
A. Spatial Organization 

(includes yards, courtyards and other open spaces)
See also 10.2B: Trees and Plantings, 10.2C: Topography and 10.2D: Paved Areas
Intent
1. The intent of the spatial organization standards is to maintain the proportional relationship 

between the buildings, lots, and vegetation in the District.
Commission Review
2. The Commission shall review changes to grounds, yards, courtyards, and paved surface 

spaces.
3. Original or later contributing yards, courtyards, and open spaces should be preserved and 

maintained.
4. New additions/alterations that alter or diminish the landscape (such as outbuildings or 

building additions, etc.) shall be appropriately sited to preserve the original or later 
contributing landscape.

5. Removal of, and/or additions of vegetative materials and features and/or open spaces should 
maintain existing or intended spaces and vistas and/or screen intrusions.

6. Alteration of existing or addition of new landscape features will be considered if they do not
alter the basic aspect of the historic landscape.

7. When replacement of features is necessary, they shall be replaced with features that match the 
original in material, form, shape, color and texture. If using the same material is not 
technically or economically feasible, then compatible substitute materials may be considered.

8. Mechanical equipment, such as compressor units, shall not be visible from any public way 
within the district unless there are special circumstances, such as existing building locations
or site conditions that make it necessary.  Whenever practicable, such equipment shall be 
located either on the roof of the building, in a non-visible location, or at the rear of the 
building.  Front yard placement is not appropriate.
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9. Parking, storage, and disposal areas shall not be located in the front of the building. 
Regardless of their location elsewhere on the property, they shall be adequately screened 
from public view by suitable fencing and vegetation.

B. Trees and Plantings 
See also 10.2A: Spatia l Organization
Intent
1. The intent of the tree and planting standards is to maintain the verdant character, especially 

the trees and lawns that contribute to the District.
Commission Review
2. The Commission shall review removal and/or replacement of trees.
3. The Commission shall review landscape plans for new construction.
4. Contributing trees shall be protected from adjacent construction activity.
5. Maintenance of, removal of, and additions of trees should consider existing or intended 

landscape designs and should contribute to the historic character of the property and its 
context within the District.

6. Contributing trees should be retained. 
7. When removal of a contributing tree is necessary, it should be replaced with another tree. 

Species common to the district include, but are not limited to: Ash, Beech, Dogwood, Elm, 
Ginko, Hickory, Linden, Locust, Pin Oak, Red Oak, Spruce, Sugar Maple, Sweet Gum, Tulip, 
White Pine.

8. Intrusions should be screened using appropriate plantings.
9. Crushed stone should not be used as the primary ground cover. It will be considered paving in 

that case and subject to the review and approval of the Commission.
Recommended
10. It is recommended that maintenance, removal of, and additions of lawns and plantings other 

than trees consider existing or intended landscape designs and contribute to the historic 
character of the property and its context within the District.

11. It is recommended that shrubs and hedges not obscure the view to the primary building 
façade.

C. Topography
(includes shape, slope, elevation, contour of landforms and ground plane, etc.)
See also 10.2A: Spatial Organization
Intent
1. The intent of the topography standards is to protect the existing topography of the District.
Commission Review
2. The Commission shall review changes to the topography, including shape, elevation, contour 

of the landforms and ground plane, etc. 
3. Original or later contributing topographical features should be retained in their existing 

configuration.
4. Natural features (e.g. rock outcroppings) that are integrated into the landscape should be 

retained.
5. Alteration of existing or addition of new topographical features will be considered if they do 

not alter the basic aspect of the historic landscape.
6. When replacement of features is necessary, they shall be replaced with features that match the 

original in material, form, shape, color and texture.

D. Paved Areas 
(includes roads, driveways, sidewalks, parking, and other paved areas)
See also 10.2A: Spatial Organization
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Intent
1. The intent of the paved area standards is to preserve the historic roadway, driveway and 

sidewalk configuration and to limit the amount of additional paving in general and in 
particular impermeable paving in yard spaces.

Commission Review
2. The Commission shall review changes to original or later contributing layouts of roads, walks 

and paved areas, including areas paved in crushed stone.
3. Original or later contributing layouts of roads, walks and paved areas should be retained and 

maintained.
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4. Alteration of existing walkways and driveways will be considered if they do not alter the 
basic aspect of the historic landscape. 

5. Off street parking shall not be located in that portion of the front yard directly in front of the 
main building, or directly in front of the side façade should the building be located on a 
corner lot.
New Driveways

6. If no driveway exists, the Commission may consider the addition of a parking area when 
required by zoning that is no wider than 10’ in the portion of the yard specified in guideline 
10.2D5.

7. Access to driveway and parking shall be from a single curb cut, no more than ten (10) feet in 
width.

Recommended
8. It is recommended, in the absence of physical or documentary evidence of the driveway 

surface, that driveways be finished in concrete.
9. If asphalt is desired, it is recommended that driveways be finished in asphalt with a rolled-in

aggregate.
10. It is recommended that paved areas that are in addition to original or later contributing

driveways, walkways and sidewalks, be paved in a permeable material, such as gravel.

E. Retaining Walls 
Refer to section 11.2A regarding treatment of materials.

Intent
1. The intent of the retaining wall standards is to preserve a distinctive element of the district 

that was constructed of natural materials to respond to the site.
Commission Review
2. The Commission shall review changes to original or later contributing retaining walls.
3. Original or later contributing retaining walls should be retained.
4. Deteriorated or missing retaining wall features, materials, details, surfaces and ornamentation 

should be replaced with material and elements that match the original in material, color, 
texture, size, shape, profile and detail of installation.

5. When replacement of materials or elements is necessary, it should be based on physical or 
documentary evidence. If using the same material is not technically or economically feasible, 
then compatible substitute materials may be considered.

F. Fences and Stone Walls
Refer to section 11.2 regarding treatment of materials.
Intent
1. The intent of the fence standards is to preserve the infrequent original and later contributing 

fences and stone walls and to discourage additional fences in the District, which is 
characterized by open and/or connected yard space.

Commission Review
2. The Commission shall review removal, additions or changes to fences and stone walls in the 

District.
3. Original or later contributing fences and stone walls should be retained and maintained. 
4. When replacement of original or later contributing fences or stone walls is necessary, they 

shall be replaced with features that match the original in material, form, shape, and texture. If 
using the same material is not technically or economically feasible, then compatible substitute
materials may be considered.

5. New fences or stone walls should be no higher than 42”.
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6. Plastic fences are not allowed, and chain link fences are discouraged. If chain link is to be 
used, it shall be black vinyl coated and lot lines that face a public way shall be lined with a 
hedge.

Recommended
7. Addition of fences on properties where a fence has not previously existed is discouraged.
8. If a fence is desired, simple iron, painted steel, a low stone wall or a low hedge of a height 

less than 36” is encouraged.

G. Street Furnishings and Objects
(includes benches, lights, stationary trash receptacles, tree grates and fences, planters, etc.)
Refer to section 11.2 regarding treatment of materials.
Intent
1. The intent of the street furnishing standards is to preserve original and later contributing 

elements such as benches, lights, etc., and to guide the design of additional objects to 
contribute to the character of the District.

Commission Review
2. The commission shall review removal, addition or changes to street furnishings in the 

District.
3. Original or later contributing furnishings and objects materials, elements, features and details 

should be retained and, if necessary repaired. 
4. Alteration of existing or addition of new furnishings and objects will be considered if they do 

not alter the basic aspect of the historic landscape.
5. When replacement of contributing furnishings and objects is necessary, they shall be replaced 

with features that match the original in material, form, shape, color and texture. If using the
same material is not technically or economically feasible, then compatible substitute 
materials may be considered.

6. Replacement street lighting shall be “acorn,” “shepherd’s crook,” fixtures, or lighting that is 
appropriate to late nineteenth/early twentie th century neighborhoods. The short pole length 
may be most appropriate to neighborhood streets.

7. Replacement public sidewalks shall be concrete.



60

11.0 BUILDING EXTERIORS – SPECIFIC STANDARDS AND CRITERIA 

11.1 INTRODUCTION
1. The intent of the building exterior standards is to preserve the overall character and 

appearance of the buildings in the Aberdeen Architectural Conservation District, including 
their exterior form, mass, materials and richness of detail.

2. In these standards the verb Shall indicates those actions that are specifically required to 
preserve and protect significant architectural elements; the verb Should indicates a preferred 
course of action that will guide the decision of the Commission; the verb Recommend
indicates courses of action that are preferred by Commission, but are not mandated.

3. The standards and criteria acknowledge that there may be need for changes to the exterior of 
the building, and are intended to make changes sensitive to the architectural character of the 
building and its context. 

4. The followings factors will be considered in determining whether (a) later addition(s) and/or 
alteration(s) can be removed:
a. Compatibility with the original property’s integrity in scale, materials and character.
b. Historic associations with the property.
c. Significance of the design and execution of the addition/alteration.
d. Functional usefulness. 

5. Protection of the architectural integrity of street-facing facades is, generally, the primary 
concern of the Commission. The following features, when visible from any public way,
wherever located on a property, are subject to the terms of the building exterior standards 
herein stated: exterior walls, roofs, windows, entrances and doors, porches, steps and stoops, 
metal elements, additions, new construction, temporary structures, utility buildings, television 
antennae and dishes, storefronts, signs, and exterior lighting. Standards

6. Items under Commission review include but are not limited to the following:

11.2 BUILDING MATERIALS –STRUCTURAL AND ORNAMENTAL 
A. Masonry

(includes brick, stone, terra cotta, concrete, stucco and mortar)
Intent
1. Masonry buildings and features, such as stone houses, brick apartment buildings, cast stone 

ornament, stone foundations and stone and brick chimneys, characterize both the early
suburban and later apartment development of Aberdeen. The intent of the masonry standards 
is to preserve the original and later contributing masonry materials and elements in the 
district. The standards are also designed to promote proper maintenance of these materials 
and features.

Commission Review
2. Original or later contributing masonry materials, elements, features (functional and 

decorative), details and ornamentation, such as stone, brick and stucco walls, cornices, 
pediments, chimneys, foundations, decorative detail, etc., shall be retained.

3. Deteriorated or missing masonry materials, elements, features (functional or decorative), 
details and ornamentation shall be repaired or replaced with material and elements that match 
the original in material, colors, texture, size, shape, profile, configuration and detail of 
installation.

4. When replacement of materials or elements is necessary, it should be based on physical or 
documentary evidence. If using the same material is not technically or economically feasible,
then compatible substitute materials may be considered.



61

Repointing
5. Repointing should occur only when mortar is missing, deteriorated, damaged or is 

mismatched replacement mortar. 
6. The Commission may allow repointing an entire wall if more than half of a wall requires 

repointing.
7. Deteriorated mortar should be carefully removed by hand-raking the joints. The commission 

may consider the size of the building and the scale of the project when assessing whether 
raking needs to be done by hand.

8. Repointing mortar shall duplicate the original in strength, composition, color, texture, joint 
size, joint profile and method of application. Mortar that is harder than the material it is 
binding will cause masonry to deteriorate.

9. Sample panels of raked joints and repointing shall be reviewed and approved on site by the 
staff of the District Commission.
Cleaning

10. If the building is to be cleaned, the mildest method feasible shall be used. All chemical 
cleaners pose some risk to the integrity of the building materials.

11. If the building is to be cleaned, a test patch of the cleaning methods(s) shall be reviewed and 
approved on site by staff of the District Commission. 

12. Sandblasting (wet or dry), wire brushing or other abrasive cleaning methods shall not be 
allowed. Doing so changes the visual quality of the masonry and accelerates deterioration. 

13. Graffiti removal shall be reviewed and approved by the staff of the District Commission
Painting

14. Masonry, with the possible exception of extant concrete masonry units and stucco, shall not 
be painted unless there is documentary evidence that this treatment was used on the property 
historically. The proposed color must approximate the original masonry or original paint 
color in appearance. 

15. To best preserve masonry materials, paint removal, or allowing existing paint on a masonry 
surface to weather, is in most cases preferable to repainting. Removal of paint from masonry 
surfaces shall be by the mildest method feasible (see Cleaning).

Recommended
16. Waterproofing and water repellents are strongly discouraged. These treatments are generally 

not effective in preserving masonry and can cause permanent damage.

B. Wood
(includes clapboards, shingles, columns, cornices, brackets, balustrades, etc.)
Intent
1. Wood clapboard and shingled houses and wood shingle roofs as well as wood trim and 

decorative detail characterized many of the homes of Aberdeen. The intent of the wood 
standards is to preserve the original and later contributing wood materials and elements in the 
District. The standards are also designed to promote proper maintenance of these materials 
and elements.

Commission Review
2. Original or later contributing wood materials, elements, features (functional and decorative), 

details and ornamentation, such as clapboards, shingles, columns, cornices, brackets, 
balustrades, etc., shall be retained.

3. Deteriorated or missing wood materials, elements, features (functional or decorative), details 
and ornamentation shall be repaired or replaced with material and elements that match the 
original in material, colors, texture, size, shape, profile, configuration and detail of 
installation.

4. When replacement of materials or elements is necessary, it should be based on physical or 
documentary evidence. If using the same material is not technically or economically feasible, 
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then compatible substitute materials may be considered. New applications of vinyl siding that 
replace or obscure original materials shall not be allowed.

5. Several properties in the District have been clad in alternate materials, such as vinyl or 
aluminum siding and/or asphalt or asbestos shingles. New cladding for these buildings should 
meet the standards for repair or replacement of the original materials. If physical or 
documentary evidence of the original materials is unavailable, the replacement material 
should be based on a similar property in the district.

6. The Commission will review the replacement of a small proportion of alternate cladding 
materials on a case by case basis. It is recommended that a plan be developed for cladding 
replacement for an entire building that would lead to long-term replacement with materials 
that meet the standards for repair or replacement of the original materials. The Commission 
may, however, consider replacement of a small proportion of alternate cladding with a 
material consistent with the predominant exterior material. 
Paint removal

7. Paint removal should be considered only where there is paint surface deterioration and as part 
of an overall maintenance program that involves repainting or applying other appropriate
protective coatings. Coatings such as paint and stain help protect the wood from moisture and 
ultraviolet light and stripping the wood bare will expose the surface to the effects of 
weathering.

8. Propane or butane torches, sandblasting, water blasting or other abrasive cleaning and/or 
paint removal methods shall not be permitted. Doing so changes the visual quality of the 
wood and accelerates deterioration.

Recommended
Paint and Stain

9. It is recommended that paint colors be chosen with consideration for the colors of 
surrounding buildings and with sensitivity to the architectural period and style of the house. 
For recommended colors, see addendum 1.

10. The Commission does not review paint and stain color for wood surfaces or elements. 

C. Architectural Metals
(includes cast iron, steel, pressed tin, copper, aluminum and zinc) 
See Building Features, 11.3B: Window, Doors and Entrances for steel casement windows.
Intent
1. The intent of the architectural metal standards is to preserve the original and later 

contributing metal materials and elements, such as metal cladding, pressed metal elements, 
railings, balconies, downspouts, gutters and flashing, which contribute to the richness of 
detail in the architecture of the District. The standards are also designed to promote proper 
maintenance of these materials and elements.

Commission Review
2. Original or later contributing architectural metal materials, elements, features (functional and 

decorative), details and ornamentation, such as metal cladding, pressed metal elements,
railings, balconies, downspouts, gutters and flashing, shall be retained. 

3. Deteriorated or missing architectural metal materials, elements, features (functional or 
decorative), details and ornamentation shall be repaired or replaced with material and 
elements that match the original in material, color, texture, size, shape, profile, configuration 
and detail of installation.

4. When replacement of materials or elements is necessary, it should be based on physical or 
documentary evidence. If using the same material is not technically or economically feasible, 
then compatible substitute materials may be considered.
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Cleaning
5. Cleaning of metal elements either to remove corrosion or deteriorated paint shall use the 

mildest method feasible. Abrasive cleaning methods, such as low pressure dry grit blasting, 
may be allowed for iron or steel as long as it does not abrade or damage the surface. 

6. Cleaning to remove corrosion and/or paint removal on iron or steel should be considered only 
where there is deterioration and as part of an overall maintenance program that involves 
repainting or applying other appropriate protective coatings. Paint or other coatings helps 
retard the corrosion rate of ferrous metals.

7. Oxidation of uncoated metals, such as copper, provides a protective finish. Removal of patina 
for aesthetic reasons is strongly discouraged and shall be reviewed. Chemical or other 
artificial patination processes shall not be allowed.

8. A test patch of the cleaning method(s) shall be reviewed and approved on site by staff of the 
Aberdeen Architectural Conservation District Commission. 

11.3 BUILDING FEATURES
A. Windows and Doors

Refer to 11.2B &C regarding treatment of materials and features.
Intent
1. The intent of the window and door standards is to preserve the District’s original or later 

contributing windows, doors and entryways in configuration, material and detail. Windows 
and doors are a primary focus for architectural ornament and are an essential element of the 
proportional relationship of building facades. Windows and entries are often the defining 
features of architectural ornament in large-scale apartment buildings. The Queen Anne, 
Colonial Revival, and Shingle styles, well-represented in Aberdeen, often incorporated highly 
detailed windows and leaded or stained glass, configurations that are representative of the 
styles as well as richly ornamented entry ways and front doors.

Window and Door Openings
Commission Review
2. The original window design and arrangement of window openings should be retained.
3. New openings in buildings are discouraged and shall be subject to the review and approval of 

the Commission.
4. Changes to the size of openings are discouraged and shall be subject to the review and 

approval of the Commission, including: 
a. enlarging or reducing window openings for the purpose of fitting stock window sash
b. air conditioners
c. vents

Recommended
5. Restoring window and/or openings to the original size or returning openings where windows 

and/or doors have been removed is encouraged.
Window Sash and Frames
Commission Review
6. Original or later contributing wood windows, elements, features (functional and decorative), 

details and ornamentation, including glass, sash, sills, lintels, trim, frames and shutters, 
should be retained and repaired, rather than replaced. 

7. Before the Commission will consider window replacement, the possibility of repair of 
window frames and sash must be investigated and reviewed by the staff.

8. Original or later contributing projecting windows such as oriels, bays and dormers shall not 
be removed.

9. Stained and/or leaded glass windows shall be retained.
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Building Details

Sheathing details Window details

Window details Pointing details

Cornice details Cornice details
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Window Replacement
Commission Review
10. If it has been shown that the original or later contributing windows must be replaced, they 

shall be replaced with windows that meet the commission’s standards for window 
replacement.

11. The Commission encourages the replacement of windows with those that match the original 
material and meet the standards for window replacement. However, if using the same 
material is not technically or economically feasible, the Commission will allow the 
installation of aluminum or clad wood replacement window units that meet the standards for 
replacement. Vinyl replacement windows shall not be allowed.

12. Deteriorated or missing windows, features (functional and decorative), details and 
ornamentation shall be replaced with elements that match the original in color, size, shape, 
profile, and configuration.

13. Replacement shall be based on physical or documentary evidence. 
14. The number and arrangement of panes shall not be changed from the original.
15. The thickness and profile of elements of the window should not be changed.
16. Muntins shall be structural (true), or exterior applied.  Muntins should match the original 

muntin dimension and profile or have a raised trapezoidal profile.  Muntins that are placed 
exclusively between the panes of glass or interior snap-in muntins are not acceptable.

17. Metal or vinyl panning of the wood frame and molding shall not be allowed.
18. Glass shall not be tinted or reflective-coated.
19. Several properties in the District have already lost their original windows. Replacement 

windows for these propertie s should meet the standards for window replacement. If 
documentary evidence of the original windows for the property is unavailable, the 
replacement window design should be based on a similar property in the District.

20. The Commission will review the replacement of a small proportion of a building’s windows 
on a case-by-case basis. It is recommended that a plan be developed for window replacement 
for an entire building that would lead to long-term replacement with windows that meet the 
standards for window replacement, prior to Commission review of individual or small-scale
window replacement. The Commission may, however, consider replacement of individual 
units or small-scale window replacements with windows that are consistent with the 
predominant window type.
Recommended:

21. It is recommended that when using insulated glass the spacer bar match the value of the 
window sash color. For example, if the window sash is a dark color the spacer bar should be 
dark anodized. It is also recommended that the jamb liner color match the value of the frame 
color.

Doors, Door Surrounds and Entrances
Commission Review
22. All proposed changes to doors and doorways including transoms, fanlights, sidelights, 

pilasters, entablatures etc. shall be subject to District Commission review and approval.
23. The original entrance designs and arrangement of door openings shall be retained.
24. Original or later contributing entrance materials, elements, details and features (functional 

and decorative) shall be retained.
25. Before the Commission will consider door and door surround or entrance replacement, the 

possibility of repair must be investigated and reviewed by the staff.
26. Deteriorated or missing entrance elements, materials, features (functional and decorative) and 

details shall be replaced with material and elements that match the original in material, color, 
texture, size, shape, profile, configuration, and detail of installation.
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27. When replacement is necessary, it should be based on physical or documentary evidence. If 
using the same material is not technically or economically feasible, then compatible materials 
may be considered.

28. Only paneled doors of appropriate design, material and assembly shall be allowed.
29. If original doors, door surrounds, and/or entrances have been lost, the Commission 

encourages the replacement of these features with elements that meet the standards for doors, 
door surrounds, and entrances. If documentary evidence of the original condition of the 
doors, door surrounds and entrances for the property is unavailable, the design of the 
replacement elements should be based on similar properties in the District.

30. If only the door leaf or leaves, and not the door leaf and doorframe, require replacement, the 
Commission will allow replacement in kind.

31. Original or later contributing entrance material, elements, features (functional and decorative) 
and details shall not be covered or otherwise obscured by other materials.

32. Vinyl awnings/canopies shall not be allowed.
33. Awnings/canopies shall be of canvas, or canvas-like material.
34. Continuous awnings/canopies across multiple windows shall not be allowed.
Storm Doors and Windows
Commission Review
35. New storm windows and doors are subject to the review and approval of the Commission.
36. Storm window sashes and frames and storm doors shall have a finish color that matches or is 

coordinated with the primary window sash and/or frame.
37. Unfinished aluminum frames and storm doors shall not be allowed.
38. Exterior storm windows shall have a narrow perimeter framing that is not wider than the rails 

and stiles of the primary window sash. In addition, the meeting rail of the combination storm 
window shall align with that of the primary window.

Recommended
39. It is recommended that storm doors provide a full view of the entrance door.

B. Porches, Stoops and Steps
Refer to 11.2A, B, & C regarding treatment of materials and features.
Intent
1. The intent of the porch and stoop standards is to preserve the District’s original or later 

contributing porches and stoops in material, color, texture, size, shape, profile and 
configuration. Porches are a primary design feature of residential design in Aberdeen. The 
material and design of apartment stoops and railings significantly add to the design qualities 
of that building form.

Commission Review
2. The Commission shall review all changes to porches, stoops and steps.
3. Original or later contributing porch, stoop and step materials, elements, features (functional 

and decorative), details, and ornamentation shall be retained.
4. Deteriorated or missing porch, stoop and step materials, elements, features (functional or 

decorative), details, and ornamentation shall be replaced with material and elements that 
match the original in material, colors, texture, size, shape, profile, configuration, and detail of 
installation.

5. When replacement of materia ls or elements is necessary, it should be based on physical or 
documentary evidence. If using the same material is not technically or economically feasible, 
then compatible substitute materials may be considered.

6. If porches, stoops, and/or steps have been lost, the Commission encourages the replacement 
of these features with elements that meet the standards for porches, stoops, and steps. If 
documentary evidence of the original condition of the porch, stoop and steps is unavailable, 
the design of the replacement elements should be based on similar properties in the District.
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7. Original or later contributing porch, stoop and step materials, elements, features (functional 
and decorative), details and ornamentation shall not be sheathed or otherwise obscured by 
other materials.

C. Ironwork
(includes fire escapes, balconies and window grilles.)
See Section 11.2C regarding treatment of materials and features.
Intent
1. The intent of the ironwork standards is to preserve distinctive iron features in the district and

minimize the impact of additional features required for egress.
Commission Review
2. Original or later ironwork materials, elements, features (functional and decorative), details 

and ornamentation shall be retained.
3. Deteriorated or missing ironwork materials, elements, features (functional and decorative), 

details and ornamentation shall be replaced with material and elements that match the original 
in material, color, texture, size, shape profile, configuration and detail of installation.

4. When replacement is necessary, it should be based on physical or documentary evidence.
5. If using the same material is not technically or economically feasible, then compatible 

substitute materials may be considered.
6. Original or later ironwork materials, elements, features (functional and decorative), details 

and ornamentation shall not sheathed or otherwise obscured by other materials.
7. New balconies shall not be permitted on primary elevations.
8. New balconies may be considered on secondary elevations if they are required for safety and 

an alternative egress route is clearly not feasible.
9. The installation of security grilles may be allowed and are subject to the review and approval 

of the Commission.

D. Roofs
Refer to section 11.2A, B and/or C regarding treatment of materials.
Intent
1. Each period and style of architecture has distinctive roof forms and sheathing materials that 

are a primary feature of the buildings. The intent of the roof standards is to preserve the 
original and later contributing roofs, in form and materials, in the District.

Commission Review
2. The roof shape, such as hipped, gambrel, flat, mansard, etc., shall be preserved.
3. Original or later contributing roofing materials, elements, features, details, and ornamentation 

including gutters, downspouts and flashing shall be retained.
4. Original or later contributing cornices and parapets shall not be removed.
5. Deteriorated or missing roofing materials, elements, features (functional and decorative), 

details and ornamentation including gutters, downspouts and flashing shall be replaced with 
material and elements that match the original in material, color, texture, size, shape, profile, 
configuration and detail of installation.

6. When replacement is necessary, it should be based on physical or documentary evidence. If 
using the same material is not technically or economically feasible, then compatible substitute 
materials may be considered.

7. Many properties in the District have already lost their original roof materials and elements. 
Replacement of non-historic roofing materia ls and elements should match the original in 
color, texture, size, shape and profile, based on documentary evidence. If documentary 
evidence is unavailable, the design should be based on similar contributing features within 
the District.
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8. Unpainted mill-finished aluminum shall not be allowed for flashing, gutters and downspouts. 
9. New skylights may be allowed if they have a flat profile subject to the review and approval of 

the Commission. 
10. New dormers may be allowed subject to the review and approval of the Commission.
11. Proposed dormers should be sheathed and roofed in materials that replicate the existing 

building and incorporate window frames and sash of like material and appropriate scale.

E. Roof Projections (includes penthouses, roof decks, chimneys, mechanical or electrical 
equipment)
See section 11.3D: Roofs and section 11.2A, B and/or C regarding treatment of materials.
Intent
1. The intent of the roof projection standards is to minimize or eliminate the visual impact of 

additional roof projections in the District. Compliance with City of Boston noise regulations 
is required.

Commission Review
2. The basic criteria that shall govern whether a roof projection can be added to a roof include:

a. The preservation of the integrity of the original or later integral roof shape.
b. Height of the existing building.
c. Prominence of the existing roof form.
d. Visibility of the proposed roof projection.
e. Appropriateness of design.

3. Mechanical and/or electrical equipment should be located where it is not visible or is 
minimally visible on the front façade when viewed from a public way. Setbacks should be 
utilized. Screening may be appropriate for minimally visible projections.

4. Exterior ductwork is inappropriate and shall not be allowed.
5. Chimney caps and ventilators are subject to the review and approval of the Commission and 

should meet the standards for roof projections.
6. When penthouses and/or roof decks are visible, the location should be selected where they are 

not a prominent element of the over-all roof form. Setbacks may be appropria te.
7. Exterior treatment should relate to the materials, color and texture of the building or to other 

materials typical to the period and character of the building.
8. Openings in a penthouse should relate to the building in proportion, type and size of opening,

wherever visually apparent.

F. Communication, Television, Service and Utility Equipment
Intent
1. The intent of the communication, television and service equipment standards is to minimize 

or eliminate visibility of additional elements and equipment in the District.
Commission Review
2. Meters shall not be attached to building facades visible from a public way. 
3. Communication equipment, including telephone, electrical and cable television wiring should 

not be attached to front facades.
4. Installation of wiring and conduit for equipment is subject to the review and approval of the 

Commission. Wiring and conduit should closely match the façade color.
5. Satellite dishes and antennae shall not be visible from a public way.
Recommended
6. It is recommended that meters be installed in the interior of the building.

G. Lighting
Refer to section 11.2A, B and/or C regarding treatment of materials.
Intent
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1. The intent of the lighting standards is to preserve original or later contributing exterior 
lighting fixtures that contribute to the richness of detail found in Aberdeen and to guide the 
appropriate addition of lighting fixtures. 

Commission Review
2. Original or later contributing exterior lighting fixtures shall be retained.
3. When replacement is necessary, it should be based on physical or documentary evidence. If 

using the same material is not technically or economically feasible, then compatible substitute 
materials may be considered.

4. Supplementary illumination may be added where appropriate to the current use of the 
building. New exterior lighting shall not obscure architectural detail.

5. New light fixtures shall conform to one of the following approaches as appropriate to the 
building and to the current or projected use:
a. Accurate representation of the original period.
b. Fixtures that date from an interim installation.
c. New lighting fixtures that are differentiated from the original, i.e. modern fixtures.

H. Accessibility
Commission Review
1. A three-step approach is recommended to identify and implement accessibility modifications 

that will protect the integrity and historic character of the property:
a. Review the historical significance of the property and identify character defining 

features;
b. Assess the property’s existing and required level of accessibility;
c. Evaluate accessibility options within a preservation context.

2. Because of the complex nature of accessibility, the Commission will review proposals on a 
case by case basis. The Commission recommends consulting with the following document, 
which is available from the Commission office:

U.S. Department of Interior, National Park Service, Cultural Resources, Preservation 
Assistance Division; Preservation Brief 32 “Making Historic Properties Accessible” 
by Thomas C. Jester and Sharon C. Park, AIA.

11.4 COMMERCIAL STANDARDS
A. Storefronts
See section 11.3A Window and Door standards and section 11.2A, B and/or C regarding treatment of 
materials.

Intent
1. Aberdeen, although primarily a residential neighborhood, has several forms of contributing 

commercial architecture, including important examples of one-story automobile age 
commercial buildings, as well as residential buildings with well-detailed storefront additions. 
The intent of the commercial standards is to preserve original or later contributing storefront 
elements and materials.

Commission Review
2. All original or later contributing storefront materials (functional and decorative) including 

display windows, doors, transoms, kick plates, corner posts, entablatures, cornices, etc., shall 
be retained.

3. Deteriorated or missing storefront materials, features (functional and decorative), details and 
ornamentation shall be replaced with material and elements that match the original in 
material, color, texture, size, shape, profile, configuration and detail of installation.

4. When replacement is necessary, it should be based on physical or documentary evidence. If 
using the same material is not technically or economically feasible, then compatible substitute 
materials may be considered.
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5. Original or later integral storefront materials, features (functional and decorative), details and 
ornamentation shall not be clad or otherwise obscured by other materials.

6. Several commercial properties in the District have already lost their original storefronts. It is 
recommended that changes to these storefronts replicate the original features based on 
physical or documentary evidence. The Commission will allow replacement with elements 
and features that are similar to the original in size, material and configuration. If documentary 
evidence is unavailable, the design should be based on similar contributing features within 
the District.

7. New roll-down metal grates or grilles shall not be allowed on the exterior of a storefront. All 
new security devices should be located on the interior. 

Recommended
8. Removal of non-historic and non-contributing materials from the existing storefronts is 

encouraged.

B. Air Conditioners, Vents and Exhaust Fans
Intent
1. The intent of the air conditioner and exhaust fan standards is to preserve historic materials 

and find a solution that allows business owners to cool and ventilate their properties.
Commission Review
2. Individual window air conditioners are permitted on a seasonal basis without commission 

approval.
3. Removal of transoms and/or windows and installation of permanent fixed panels to 

accommodate air conditioners shall not be allowed, unless there is no other possible location.
4. Location of new exhaust fans is subject to the review and approval of the commission and 

should not be visible.
5. Air conditioners, vents and/or exhaust fans shall not puncture the walls of a building.

C. Signs, Marquees and Awnings
All signs within the District will be subject to the Boston Sign code, although more restrictive 
controls may be applied.
Intent
1. The intent of the commercial standards is to preserve original or later contributing storefront 

elements, materials and signage and to guide the addition and design of signage. Signs are 
viewed as the most appropriate vehicle for imaginative and creative expression. It is not the 
Commission’s intention to stifle a creative approach to signage that does not detract from the 
essential form of the building, nor obscure its architectural features.

Commission Review
2. Signs, marquees and awnings integral to the building ornamentation or architectural detailing 

shall be retained and repaired where necessary.
3. New signs, marquees and awnings shall not detract from the essential form of the building 

nor obscure its architectural features.
4. New signs, marquees and awnings shall be of a size and material compatible with the 

building and its current use.
5. The design and material of new signs marquees and awnings should reinforce the 

architectural character of the building.
6. New signs, marquees and awnings applied to the building shall be applied in such a way that 

they could be removed without damaging the building.
7. All new signs added to the building shall be part of one design concept per business.
8. New signs attached to either the interior or exterior of storefront windows shall conform to 

the signage standards and are subject to the review and approval of the Commission.



71

9. Signs on residentially zoned buildings may only announce a service. Permanent “For Rent” 
signs are not allowed.

10. Temporary signage may be installed, in windows only, for up to 60 days pending 
Commission review of and approval of permanent signage. 

11. Temporary, event oriented, signage in windows is governed by the Boston Sign Code.
12. New billboards shall not be allowed.
13. Lettering forms or typeface will be evaluated for the specific use intended, but generally shall 

be either contemporary or relate to the period of the building or its later contributing features.
14. Lighting of signs shall be evaluated for the specific use intended, but generally illumination 

of a sign shall not dominate illumination of the building.
15. Flashing lights shall not be allowed.
16. No back-lit plastic signs shall be allowed on the exterior of the building.
17. Back-lit signs with an opaque sign field and illuminated letters may be allowed subject to the 

review and approval of the Commission.
18. Neon lighting and/or signs may be allowed where it reinforces the design and style of the 

building subject to the review and approval of the Commission.
19. Vinyl awnings/canopies shall not be allowed.
20. Awnings/canopies shall be of canvas, or canvas-like material.
21. Continuous awnings/canopies across multiple windows shall not be allowed.
22. Individual awnings/canopies shall be mounted within the masonry window opening.
23. Awning/canopy valances shall be flexible, i.e.; their bottom edges shall hang free rather than 

be attached to a horizontal framing member. Rigid awning/canopy valances tend to impart an 
excessively permanent architectural quality to a fabric -clad building element.

D. Lighting
Refer to section 11.3G for additional lighting standards and 11.4C for illuminated signage.
Intent
1. Supplementary illumination may be added where appropriate to the current use of the 

building.
2. Lighting plans are subject to the review and approval of the Commission.

11.5 DEMOLITION, ADDITIONS AND NEW CONSTRUCTION
A. Demolition

Intent
1. The intent of the demolition standards is to prevent demolition of buildings or portions of 

buildings that contribute to the historic and/or architectural character of Aberdeen.
Commission Review
2. Demolition of buildings or portions of buildings is prohibited except in the unusual 

circumstance when the building is found by the commission to be discordant to the character 
of Aberdeen.

3. Demolition of later additions is subject to the review and approval of the Commission.

B. Removal of Later Additions
Intent
1. The intent of the standards for removal of later additions is to allow the Commission to 

determine whether an addition contributes to the historic and/or architectural character of 
Aberdeen and therefore, whether it can be removed.

Commission review
2. When considering removal of an addition, each property will be individually reviewed by the 

Commission to determine if (a) later addition(s) and/or alterations(s) can, or should be 
removed.
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3. Since it is not possible to provide one general guideline, the following factors that will be 
considered by the Commission in determining whether (a) later addition(s) and/or 
alteration(s) can, or should, be removed include the following:
a. compatibility with the original property’s integrity in scale, materials and character
b. historic associations with the property
c. quality in the design and execution of the addition/alteration
d. functional usefulness 

C. New Additions
Intent
1. The intent of the new additions standards is to determine whether a particular building can 

receive an addition and to guide the form and design of additions to allow for additions that 
respect the existing buildings in material, form, and siting, as well as existing landscape. 
They may, but do not have to, be imitative of an earlier style or period. There are at least two 
preservation approaches that may be appropriate to guide the design of a new addition: 
a. the addition can match the existing structure through a continuation of form, features and 

materials
b. the addition can be differentiated from, but complement, the existing building.
New additions in the district should seek to relate to both the particular house and streetscape 
of which it is to be a part, in building height, mass, setback, rhythm, scale, proportions, 
materials, and siting. The focus of the standards is on the compatibility of new additions with 
the existing character of Aberdeen without dictating style or taste. 

Commission Review
2. New additions or alterations should not disrupt the essential form and integrity of the

property and should be compatible with the size, scale, color, material, and character of the 
property and its environment.

3. New additions or alterations should be done in such a way that if they were to be removed in 
the future, the essential form and integrity of the historic property would be unimpaired.

4. New additions shall be designed so that the character-defining features of the building are not 
radically changed, obscured, damaged or destroyed.

5. Fenestration shall be located and scaled similarly to the existing building.
6. New additions shall be appropriately sited to complement the original building and retain 

important landscape features.

D. New Construction
Intent
1. The intent of this section is to guide the form and design of new construction to allow for new 

buildings that respect the existing buildings in material, form, and siting, as well as the 
existing landscape. New construction in the district should seek to relate to the particular 
streetscape of which is to be a part, in building height, mass, setback, rhythm, scale, 
proportions, materials, and siting. The focus of the standards is on the compatibility of new 
construction with the existing character of Aberdeen without dictating style or taste. 

Commission Review
2. New construction shall be of a similar overall height, physical size and shape to the buildings 

adjacent to it. In the event a new building has two such abutters of differing heights, it shall 
conform to one of them, or be of an intermediate height.

3. New construction shall provide setbacks and space between nearby buildings that relate to the 
buildings of similar scale and type that are adjacent to it. 

4. New construction should relate to the rhythm of projections like porches and bays from the 
buildings surrounding it.
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5. The scale, location and type of fenestration on new construction should be related to the 
buildings of similar scale and type that surround it.

6. The finish materials, including walls, roofing, window sash, doors, porches and 
ornamentation of new construction should be related to the buildings of similar scale and type 
that surround it.

7. Stucco, if appropriate for the site, shall be Portland cement and lime stucco.
8. Visible face of foundation walls for houses shall be stone or brick.
9. Siting of new construction shall retain important landscape features.
10. Garages for freestanding houses should be detached.
11. Detached garages and/or outbuildings for freestanding houses should be sited behind the rear 

building line.
12. Parking, storage, and disposal areas shall not be located in the front of the building. 

Regardless of their location elsewhere on the property, they shall be adequately screened 
from public view by suitable fencing and vegetation.

13. Entrances to accessory parking within a main building should not be located in the front of 
the building, unless there are special circumstances, such as existing building locations or site 
conditions, that make it necessary.

14. Finish materials for garages and/or outbuildings should be derived from the residence.
Recommended
15. It is recommended that new buildings use the elements that give the district its essential 

character. Where used, they should approximate the proportions and materials of these 
buildings.
These elements include, but are not limited to, the following for freestanding houses or small 
apartment buildings:
a. Wood clapboard and/or wood shingle, brick, stucco or stone, for exterior finish
b. Wood for trim such as corner boards, cornices, window and door surrounds, porches, and 

additional ornamentation
c. Windows that have a strong vertical proportion
d. Detached garages
e. Stone or brick foundation walls
f. Gabled or hipped roof forms finished with material that gives the textural and tonal 

appearance of wood or slate.
g. Defined entry on front façade with paneled door, ornamental elements and/or porch, 

raised entry level and exterior steps.
These elements include, but are not limited to the following for apartment buildings and 
townhouses:
a. Brick or stucco for exterior finish
b. Stone or cast stone for ornamentation and foundation
c. Defined base, body and cornice
d. Windows have a strong vertical proportion
e. Windows can be single, paired or grouped in threes
f. Large proportion of windows and door openings on the street facing façades
g. Flat roofs with appropriate cornice-lines
h. Well-defined entry on front façades.
These elements include, but are not limited to the following for commercial buildings and/or 
storefronts:
a. One-story free-standing or first-story in apartment building
b. Brick, concrete or cast stone for exterior finish and ornamentation
c. Defined cornice, with signage and ornamentation
d. Large plate-glass windows
e. Individual storefronts defined by pilasters
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Addendum 1: Paint Colors
The paint color advice in this addendum is largely taken from the technical insert “Paint Colors: Deciding on a Paint 
Color Scheme” published by Historic Massachusetts Inc. 

Original Colors
One way to make a paint color decision is to determine the original color scheme of your house.  If the 
house has not been scraped down to the bare wood at some point in its history, it retains evidence of 
earlier paint colors that can be exposed.

You can find something close to the original color yourself through a process called cratering, which 
exposes all the paint layers by sanding down a circular area about 1 ½” across.  You should try to do this 
in a spot that has been relatively protected from the elements. Be sure to investigate different areas –
body, trim, window frame, sash, clapboards, shingles and ornament. The craters can then be examined 
using a 10X magnifier.  However, interpreting the colors revealed by cratering is more difficult than it 
might seem at first, since paint colors can change with age. Be sure to remember to differentiate between 
primer coats and finish coats too. It is important to realize that what is revealed by the crater is not exactly 
the original color.  Wiping the crater with linseed oil can help make the color revealed easier to see.

If a homeowner wishes to determine the exact original colors, it is best to hire a preservation consultant 
with some expertise in paint analysis.  Generally speaking, a consultant will come to the house to take 
paint samples by cratering, scraping, using solvents and or extraction.  After taking some samples, the 
consultant may take the pieces to a lab to analyze them.  A paint sample can be mixed to match the 
historic colors and provide guidance to the painter, or the consultant may suggest close matches available 
in commercial paint colors.

Appropriate Paint Colors by Period
For those who do not wish to commit the time and expense of paint color analysis, a reasonable way to 
pick paint colors is to choose a scheme that would be typical to the period in which it was built.

Since the vast majority of the buildings in Aberdeen were constructed in the last quarter of the 19th and 
first quarter of the 20th centuries, most of the styles fall within the Victorian, Craftsman, Colonial Revival 
and Classical Revival styles.  As the 19th century progressed, the trend was toward darker, stronger colors 
with more varied color combinations.  Changes in paint technology after the Civil War influenced 
architectural color as ready-mixed products became available and containers were produced in which the 
new paints could be shipped safely.

Typical colors for the Romantic Styles including: Queen Anne, Stick Style, Eastlake Victorian, Arts and 
Crafts and Shingle style homes, are dark and rich: dark brown, olive, oranges, and reds to emphasize
architectural materials, mass, volume and structure.  Arts and Crafts and Shingle Style homes will 
typically use fewer and less contrasting colors. Trim color will usually be differentiated from the body 
color and there is often differentiation between the window frames and sash.  The window frames will 
usually be painted the trim color to match the cornice, porch, corner boards etc, but the sash will be even 
darker; usually deep reddish or chocolate brown, dark green, olive, or black.  Doors, if painted, were 
usually done in a contrasting color or a combination of body and trim colors.  The doorframe was 
typically of the same color as the trim.

White was not a popular house color between the early 1800s and near 1900, until the Colonial Revival 
and Classical Revival period, when houses were typically painted white or off-white with green shutters 
or blue, gray or yellow trimmed with white or off-white.
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